
In very little time, more than 18 
congregants, staff and clergy 

members had volunteered to 
participate in this groundbreaking 
endeavor. They quickly began the 
challenging process to navigate the 
technological logistics to meet our goals 
which included “transparency and 
inclusivity, encouraging participation 
and input from everyone”—a tall 
order in itself in those early days of 
alternatives to in-person interactions. 
Two virtual Town Hall meetings were 
held to identify our most desired 
qualities and priorities for our new 
cantor, and an on-line scoring program 
was created for 14 areas of importance. 
At last, the search committee was ready 
to find and interview candidates! They 
were positioned to find the cantor who 
“we would all love, and who would 
knock our socks off.”

And they succeeded! After 
reviewing 22 applicants and 
interviewing the top 7 candidates 
multiple times, they narrowed the field down to 
3 finalists and invited each of them to a virtual 
weekend visit. Sarah was the first “visitor” and 
over 100 families participated in the various 
online events and sent in their comments and 
evaluations. The committee gathered on Zoom 
the afternoon of her last event with Shirat and 
the excitement was palpable: “Hire her now!” 
“Don’t lose her!” They decided that when 
you fall in love with someone, you don’t keep 
dating, and unanimously recommended to 
the Board of Directors to hire Sarah. And the 
Board of Directors unanimously agreed.

It is hard to believe that three years 
have passed. It is NOT hard to believe that 
everything that Shirat Hayam had hoped for 
has come to pass. We have two choirs now—a 
youth choir and an adult choir. We even 

participated in an interdenominational choir 
performance this past year. Our Purim Shpiels 
are becoming legendary and our holiday 
celebrations are musically focused and regularly 
sell-out. Our 12-year-olds are masterfully 
trained for their Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, and 
the ranks of our Torah and Haftorah readers 
are swelling. We had hoped that Cantor Sarah 
would attract young families and that segment 
of our population has grown more than any 
other—along with Sarah’s own family. In the 
past 12 months, the Freudenberger family has 
celebrated a baby-naming and in a few short 
weeks will celebrate a Bat Mitzvah.

As Cantor Sarah’s new five year contract 

Feel the Difference

JUNE 2024 — 5784

Five More Years With Our Beloved Sarah!

FRIDAY, MAY 31
5:30 pm Holy Happy Hour Minyan 
followed by Musical Shabbat with Artists-
in-Residence Chava & Eliana
7:00 pm Shabbat Dinner for those pre-
registered

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
Shabbat Synaplex with Artists-in-
Residence; Family Shabbat Sing

FRIDAY, JUNE 7
7:30 am Morning minyan in-person in 
the Chapel and online (Rosh Hodesh)
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
Shabbat Synaplex; Shabbat Sing 

TUESDAY, JUNE 11
7:00 pm Erev Shavuot/Minyan online

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12
7:30 am Shavuot Service in-person in the 
Chapel and online followed by 
9:00 am Yizkor service
Office is closed

FRIDAY, JUNE 14
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
Shabbat Synaplex with award 
presentation for high school graduates

MONDAY, JUNE 17
7:30 pm Becky’s Book Club meets on 
Zoom (see pg. 4)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19
10 am (in-person) or 7:30 pm (online)  
Poetry of Prayer Adult Ed with Rabbi  
(see pg. 2)
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Continued on page 3Continued on page 4

For full Shabbat Synaplex go to http://
shirathayam.org/shabbat or the website 
calendar or page 3. Thursday 7:30 am 
minyan, Friday night and Shabbat 
services are in-person and online. Subject 
to change. Visit www.shirathayam.org 
for all links and updates. 

Calendar
JUNE 2024

Cantor Sarah and Family celebrating Purim in 
Barbie style.



feelings and thoughts beyond words alone.
Lastly, Rebbe Nachman (Likutei Moharan 282) 

expounds on the creation of melody and leadership 
of the congregation in prayer.  He implores us to 
search our souls and seek out the good.  It is by 
gathering these good points that melodies are made.  
Playing a musical instrument, he says, “is the aspect 
of gathering the good ruach from the ruach of gloom, 
depression … The principle is that music of holiness 
is extremely lofty … by selecting and gathering the 
good points from the bad, melodies and songs are 
created.”  The image of melody emerging from the 
goodness of our souls, particularly the goodness 
that is liberated and lifted out of the darkness, is a 
beautiful and powerful image.

Rebbe Nachman then specifically addresses the 
role of the Cantor.   “Know, too, that someone who 
is capable of making these melodies—i.e., gathering 
the good points that are to be found in each Jew, 
even a Jewish sinner, as explained above—he can 
lead the communal prayers. For one who leads the 
communal prayers is called the messenger of the 
people; he must be sent by all the people—i.e., he 
must gather every good point that is to be found in 
each of the congregants. All these good points are 
merged in him, so that when he stands up to pray, it 

is with all this good.”
Rebbe Nachman’s 

charge for a Cantor 
is to gather the good 
in all those present.  
This is a lofty goal.  
Perhaps, on a more 
practical level, a good 
Cantor should enable 
the latent goodness 
within us to rise to the 
surface.  Cantor Sarah 
definitely achieves 
this.  Her character 
and voice invite us to 
connect with her and 
inspire us to connect 
to God. 

I am thrilled that 
together Cantor Sarah 
and I will continue 
to build and serve 
Congregation Shirat 
Hayam.  Mazel tov, 
Cantor Sarah!

Life of the Congregation
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In celebration of Cantor 
Sarah’s new contract and 
with gratitude that we’ll 
continue our holy work as 
a team, I want to share a 
few thoughts about song in 
Jewish tradition.  

First, song is essential to 
prayer.  The Hebrew word 
for song, הריש (shirah), 

has a numerical value of 
515 (300 + 10 + 200 + 5), the same as the word for 
prayer, הלפת (t’filah, 400 + 80 + 30 + 5).   As Avraham 
Aryeh Trugman writes, “This is not a mere casual 
connection, but rather a fundamental lesson on the 
essence of prayer and song.”  Song allows for the 
transformation of prayer from the recitation of words 
to an emotional outpouring of the heart.  

Second, song allows us to express wonder, awe, 
and grandeur.  Rashi comments on the opening 
lines of Shirat Hayam (the poem sung after the 
Israelites cross the Sea of Reeds on dry land and their 
Egyptian pursuers are drowned that praises God as 
protector and warrior).  He says, “When Moses saw 
the miracle, it arose in his heart that he would sing a 
song.”  By putting words to melody, we can express 

Rabbi’s Corner  
The Power of Music

Life of the CongregationMember Account Log In

CSH members can log into their own  
accounts to pay their bill, make donations  

and update their information.  
To access your account go to the  

Member Log in button on our website.  
If you need assistance, please contact  

Cheryl Schwartz, cheryl@shirathayam.org.

Phone: 781.599.8005

Rabbi Michael Ragozin, x14  
rabbiragozin@shirathayam.org

Cantor Sarah Freudenberger, x12  
cantorsarah@shirathayam.org

Deb Schutzman, x41  
Executive Director 

dschutzman@shirathayam.org

Janis Knight, x25  
Director of CJE  

janis@shirathayam.org

Andrea Bernard  
Director of CEE 

andrea@shirathayam.org 
781-598-3311

Barri Stein, x11 
Director of Events & Programs  

barri@shirathayam.org

Patti Arundel, x22 
Bookkeeper 

Cheryl Schwartz, x10 
Administrative Assistant  
cheryl@shirathayam.org

Joe Simons  
Board President  

Leadership@shirathayam.org

 
Ruth Estrich 

Editor-in-Chief

Deborah Golub-Sass 
Marketing Director

Nancy Marland Wolinski  
Graphic Designer

CSH Staff Contacts

Office Hours

Friday/Holiday Candle Lighting

NEW WAVE

 Monday closed.
Tuesday–Thursday  
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday  
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

When the office is closed you may  
email or call and leave a message.

Friday, June 7, 2024 – 8:01 PM
Shavuot – Tuesday, June 11, 2024 – 8:03 PM

Friday, June 14, 2024 – 8:05 PM 
Friday, June 21, 2024 – 8:07 PM 
Friday, June 28, 2024 – 8:07 PM 

We may recite prayers, but what do they 
mean? What feelings do they intend to 
evoke? How can I put my heart into the 
ancient liturgy? Together we will analyze 
and find meaning in Jewish prayer.

Led by Rabbi Michael Ragozin 
Hosted by Shirat Hayam

Wednesday, June 19 – Aleinu
10:00-11:30 am in-person  
or 7:30-9:00 pm via Zoom

The Poetry of Prayer

TORAH

SPRING 2024

COMMUNITY
A

Limmud

לימוד A
d

ul
t 

E
d Hebrew

Jewish 
Studies learning

תורה

Register Here: https://tinyurl.com/prayer5784

Rabbi Michael



Calendar Continued from page 1
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FRIDAY, JUNE 21
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat

SATURDAY, JUNE 22
Shabbat Synaplex with B’not 
Mitzvah of Aria Freudenberger 
and Emily Pachter (see pg. 3 to 
RSVP)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26
7:00 pm Wellness Wednesday 
(see pg. 4)

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
Summer Shabbat Schedule 

begins (see below) Followed by 
Summer Shabbat Café

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3
4:00 pm Minyan online only 
(note early time) 

THURSDAY, JULY 4
Office Closed
9:00 am Minyan in-person and 
online
4:00 pm Minyan online only 
(note early time) 

FRIDAY, JULY 5
Office Closed
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Life of the CongregationLife of the Congregation

A few times this week, congregants have come into 
the office and said, “Hi! It’s so quiet around here 
when it’s not shabbat!” I always laugh. Part of the 
job of the Cantor is to do the work during the week 
so that Shabbat looks easy and seamless. Since this 
New Wave issue is about me, I want to give you 
a little behind the scenes of what I do outside of 
when you see me on Shabbat. 

First, I am a mom of 3 amazing kids (and a pug), 
so I often laugh to Rabbi Michael in our morning 

meetings that I have lived a whole life before 9 am! We meet together, and 
along with our amazing Executive Director Deb, and our outstanding staff, 
to plan the innovative Shabbat experiences and other programs that enliven 
our souls year-round. 

We are looking forward to 2025! While holidays happen every year, 
WHEN they happen sometimes add new challenges—Is it early? Is it late? 
Is it ON Christmas? Then we add in young family programming and 
other events. How excited am I to envision little Ailsa running around 
Congregation Shirat Hayam this next year as a 1-year-old!! She already loved 
the Shabbat Sings, Pajama Havdalahs, Babies and Bagels, Barbie Purim, 
and 3 Passover Seders this year. Shabbat again at the JCC pool this summer 
will be another fun addition to our already busy family summer calendar, 
along with some very special visits to Camp Pembroke. CJE and CEE offer 
opportunities for collaboration and teaching more of our youngest Shirat 
Hayam members. Our CEE families tell me that their little ones sing Shabbat 
songs from our weekly Friday morning Shabbats all the time at home! Our 
CJE students tell me about their summer camp experiences and the Jewish 

music and prayers 
they love and 
which ones they 
already know 
from twice-weekly 
T’fila at Shirat 
Hayam. Practicing 
and coordinating 
with our choirs, 
band, Renewal 
musicians, Torah 
readers, Haftarah 
readers, minyan 
davenners, sound 
equipment and 
more always keep 
every week new 
and exciting. There 
is so much I can 
add, but I hope 
you got a little 
glimpse of what 
happens before 
Shabbat every 
week to make it the 
success that it is! 

Cantor’s News 
Behind-the-Scenes Roles of the Cantor 

Go to http://shirathayam.org/shabbat or website calendar for weekly schedule. 

9:00 AM 	� Renewal with clergy and guest musician; Traditional 
Shacharit; Center for Jewish Education; Babysitting (for 
children 3 months to 3 years); Boker Tov Cafe

10:00 AM 	 Torah Service; Nosh & Drash; Torah Yoga
11:15 AM 	 Mourner’s Kaddish, Healing and Rabbi’s Talk
11:45 AM 	 Closing Blessings and Ruach Rally followed by Shabbat  
	 Café for all

UPCOMING RENE WAL MUSICIANS TO ACCOMPANY CLERGY 
(visit https://shirathayam.org/renewal/ for more info) 

June 1	 Chava Mirel and Eliana Light (Artists-in-Residence weekend)
June 8 	 Lautaro Mantilla
June 15	 Noam Sender and Jeremiah Klarman
June 22	 The Freudenberger Family and Lautaro Mantillo
June 29	 David Sparr

UPCOMING NOSH & DR ASH 
(visit https://shirathayam.org/nosh-drash/ for more info  – only offered in-
person)

June 1 	� Family Shabbat Sing with Eliana Light at 10:30 am
June 8	 Naomi Gurt Lind
June 15	 Noam Sender
June 22	 No Nosh & Drash (B’not Mitzvah)

YOGA (visit https://shirathayam.org/torah-yoga/ for more info 
June 8, June 15, June 22

BABYSIT TING (for children ages 3 mos up to 4 years old)  
June 1, June 8, June 15, June 22 (Babysitting will resume in the fall)

9:00 AM 	 Torah Service in the Sanctuary
9:50 AM 	 Traditional Scharit, Renewal Service w/Clergy and Music
10:45 AM 	 Mourner’s Kaddish, Healing Service & Talk

See our website calendar (https://shirathayam.shulcloud.com/
calendar) for updates and more details. 

Shabbat Synaplex (through June 22)

Shabbat Summer Schedule (June 29–August 31)

Cantor Sarah
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Becky’s Book Club
Date: Monday, June 17, 7:30 pm  
The group will discuss The Last Rose of Shanghai by Weina 
Dai Randel 

1940. Aiyi Shao is a young heiress and 
the owner of a formerly popular and 
glamorous Shanghai nightclub. Ernest 
Reismann is a penniless Jewish refugee 
driven out of Germany, an outsider 
searching for shelter in a city wary of 
strangers. He loses nearly all hope until 
he crosses paths with Aiyi. When she 
hires Ernest to play piano at her club, 

her defiance of custom causes a sensation. His instant fame 
makes Aiyi’s club once again the hottest spot in Shanghai. 
Soon they realize they share more than a passion for jazz—but 
their differences seem insurmountable, and Aiyi is engaged 
to another man. As the war escalates, Aiyi and Ernest find 
themselves torn apart, and their choices between love and 
survival grow more desperate. In the face of overwhelming 
odds, a chain of events is set in motion that will change both 
their lives forever. 

Zoom link is available at shirathayam.org. Go to the Get 
Involved tab, click Affinity Groups, and then click Becky’s Book 
Club. 
Please keep an eye out for more info as we resume in the fall.

Five More Years
begins on July 1, The New Wave recently asked her to look back over her tenure here 
so far. How did she feel about her decision to leave her long-term home in Florida, her 
parents and extended family, and her 10-year tenure at her previous congregation—
without even the opportunity to experience it all in-person before accepting Shirat’s 
offer? She did not hesitate for one second: “I feel more at home here today after only 
3 years than I ever felt at my old congregation. My whole family feels that way. Even 
my parents have felt so welcomed here. I have learned so much during my time at 
Shirat Hayam and have always felt so respected and supported. I was so proud to 
celebrate my ordination here, to name Ailsa here, to have Aria’s and my niece become 
B’not Mitzvah here in a few weeks, to watch Ada grow up, and to see Peter become an 
integral member of the community. I feel so celebrated. So respected. You all could 
have made me feel young and inexperienced. Instead, you gave me the opportunity to 
grow and thrive. I am so excited for us all to continue to grow together over the next 
5 years.”

Three years ago, in the recommendation to the Board of Directors to hire 
Sarah,  the presentation stated: “We believe that Cantor Sarah has everything that our 
congregation wants and values. We believe that she will attract young families while 
delighting us old folks.” And she has! To five more years! Todah Ha Shem (Thank you 
God)!

Continued from page 1
As I finish my first year as president 

of Congregation Shirat Hayam, I have 
had the honor of working more closely 
with our talented and devoted clergy.  
We recently celebrated Rabbi Michael’s 
contract renewal, and now it is time 
to celebrate Cantor Sarah, who is 
committing to another five years with 
our congregation.

 Cantor Sarah and her family 
have become fully immersed in our 

community.  If you’re here for a Shabbat service or other event, 
chances are you’ve met her husband Peter, who is often helping 
out with our audio or as a Ruach Rally Band member.  Her 
two older girls are active members of the youth choir, and the 
baby mostly does baby stuff.

 To the casual observer, Cantor Sarah ably leads us in song 
and prayer on Shabbat and during other religious services.  
However, that’s just the tip of the iceberg.  She tutors bar and 
bat mitzvah students, performs marriages, leads the youth and 
adult choirs, and wrote/directed/starred in the monumental 
Purim shpiel, just to name a few of her duties.

 We are fortunate to have Cantor Sarah as a leader in 
our community.  Please join me in congratulating her on a 
successful conclusion of her initial contract, and in agreeing to 
partner with us for another five (and hopefully more) years.  

Message from the President

Joe Simons
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Wellness
Wednesday

RSVP appreciated but walk-ins permitted   https://bit.ly/wwjune24



From the desk of Janis Knight,  
Director of CJE

June is the month of reflection and 
consideration when you work in a 
religious school. I sit and think about 
what worked well, talk with teachers, 
and evaluate elements of the students’ 
experiences.  I meet with our clergy and 
we discuss what formal prayer experiences 
for CJE students should look, sound, and 
feel like.

Cantor Sarah brings a wealth 
of knowledge and energy to these 
conversations and to our students’ 
experiences here. She helps shape a short 
and impactful Tuesday afternoon service 
with Rabbi Michael. She chooses music 
that will dovetail with our Ruach Rally 
singing on Shabbat mornings. She also 
arranged for CSH congregant Sacha 
Bodner to provide musical and spiritual 
partnership for our Shabbat morning 
Tefilah experiences so that students get a 
taste of our Renewal practices, too.  She 
organizes Youth Choir rehearsals on 
Tuesday afternoons to make it easy for our 
CJE kids to participate and to sing with 
joy.  (And that’s nothing on her Purim 
shpiel!)

I am grateful for her unsung (see what I 
did there?) support and impact in the CJE!

From the desk of Andrea Bernard, Director of CEE
Cantor Sarah is a beloved pillar of the Center for Early Education 

community.  Through weekly Shabbat celebrations and frequent 
holiday gatherings, Cantor Sarah leads the children of the CEE in 
joyous song and musical exploration.  Her weekly visits evoke whole 
body learning experiences as the children sing and dance with their 
friends. 

 Cantor Sarah’s warm smile and enthusiasm create an instant 
connection with our children and families.  Not only is she a wonderful 
spiritual leader, but we are also fortunate to know Sarah as a CEE 
parent.  Caring for her daughter Ailsa provides us the opportunity 
to know Sarah on a more personal level. She is often found in our 
hallways and classrooms connecting with our educators or just lending 
a hand. We are truly blessed to have Cantor Sarah play such an integral 
role in our early education program.  We are thrilled to know she will 
join us for many years to come and appreciate her ongoing support 
within the CEE!  Congratulations Cantor Sarah!!!

Life of the Congregation

CJE News

CEE News

Month of Reflection

Song and Musical Exploration
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11:15 am  Shabbat Sing with Cantor Sarah for families*  
with children up to 7 years of age  
in the Chapel

12:00 pm  All are invited for our Shabbat Café  
(Kiddush lunch)

For families with children 0-7  
(& siblings/grandparents)

*Open to the community! 

Shabbat Sing!
Cantor Sarah invites Young Families to a

REGISTER AT  https://bit.ly/shabbatsingjune

Call (781) 599-8005 for more info. 
55 Atlantic Avenue, Swampscott, MA 01907

June 8

Save the date!

Congregation 
Ahabat Sholom

LAPPIN
FOUNDATION



OUR APOLOGIES

Our apologies to Joanne Smith for 
the incorrect spelling of her father’s 
name in the last bulletin. 

The donation should be: In memory 
of my father, Sidney Lipsky from 
Joanne Smith. 

BRODY MINYAN FUND

Get well wishes for Ann Segal
	� from Barbara and Ron 

Gilefsky; Doris Villa

Get well wishes for Janice 
Levine
In memory of Donna Levin, 
mother of Diane Levin
	� from Doris Villa

In memory of Barbara 
Messenger, mother of Mark 
Messenger
	� from Jill and Murray 

Goodman; Doris Villa

In memory of David Levy
	� from Eli Talkov

In memory of
Father, Irving Rosenkranz 
	� from Alice Leidner

Father, Morris Germain 
	� from Arlene Germain

Sister, Elizabeth Handis 
	� from Bernard Handis

Uncle, Samuel Patt 
	� from Beverly Shapiro

Father, Marvin Meyer 
	� from Mark Meyer

Uncle, Mason Kantrowitz 
	� from Natalie White

Mother, Ruth Dinerman
Father, Abraham Hurst 
	� from Phyllis and Gerald 

Dinerman

Brother, Michael Kagan 
	� from Robin Cooper

Mother, Bertha Barkan Levy 
	� from Sanford Levy

Mother, Helen Danberg 
	� from Sheila Taymore

BURT & BECKY SHEPARD 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In memory of
Father, Harold Weiner 
	� from Larry Weiner

Father, Samuel Rood 
	� from Shea Rood

CANTOR’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND

In appreciation of a wonderful 
2nd night seder
In memory of Barbara 
Messenger
	� from Susan and Larry 

Goldberg

In memory of
Father, Charles Kodis 
	� from Barbara Rodman

Uncle, Elliott Kaplan 
	� from Ethel Harris

CENTER FOR JEWISH 
EDUCATION

In honor of Nathaniel Ryan 
Waxman’s 7th Birthday 
	� from Wendy Waxman

In memory of Barbara 
Messenger
	� from Lori and Larry 

Groipen; Beverly Kahn

In memory of
Father, Mandel Slater
	� from Michael Slater

Daughter, Debbie Schapiro
	� from Susana and Pablo 

Schapiro

GENERAL FUND

In appreciation of Larry 
Groipen 
	� from Lauren and Sam 

Andler

In honor of the birth of 
Theodore Avery Cohen-
Mallon, grandson of Michele 
and Brian Cohen
In memory of Barbara 
Messenger
	� from Margery Shapiro

In memory of David Levy
	� from Robin and Michael 

Blake

In memory of Guenter Vogel, 
father of Thomas Vogel
	� from Diane Levin and 

Stephen Hicks

In memory of
Mother-in-law, Bee Baker 
	� from Edye Baker

Father, Theodore Kaplan 
	� from Howard Kaplan

Husband, Ralph Epstein 
	� from Linda Epstein

KIDDUSH FUND

Get well wishes for Ann Segal 
	� from Charlotte Fine

In appreciation of all the good 
wishes for my recovery 
	� from Janice Levine

In honor of the marriage 
of Shelby Rosenberg, 
granddaughter of Helaine and 
Jim Hazlett, to Lev Matusevich 
	� from Charleen Alper

In honor of the birth of our 
grandson, Theodore Avery 
Cohen-Mallon 
	� from Michele and Brian 

Cohen

In memory of Barbara 
Messenger, mother of Mark 
Messenger
	� from Ellen and Richard 

Alexander; Anna and David 
Hathaway; Alice and Charles 
Leidner; Phyllis Sagan

In memory of Donna Levin, 
mother of Diane Levin
	� from Ellen and Richard 

Alexander

In memory of Miriam Kaplan, 
mother of Harryette Katzen
	� from Leslie and Bob Ogan; 

Margery Shapiro

In memory of Donald Silver, 
father of Sheryl Birenbaum
	� from Phyllis Sagan

In memory of
Cousin, Richard Levine
Friend, Deborah Magen 
	� from Alvah Parker

Mother, Ann Kaplan 
	� from Bobby Kaplan

Father, Nathan Leidner 
	� from Charles Leidner

Father, Leonard Rubin
Aunt, Bella Kligerman 
	� from Donna Kagan

Father, Irving Gerson 
	� from Gerald Gerson

Father, Michael Kushner 
	� from Gitte Kushner

Father, Hyman Goldman 
	� from Gloria Sax

Father, Edward Siegel 
	� from Herbert Siegel

Husband, I. Donald Rosenthal 
	� from Joyce Rosenthal

Husband, Arnold Tarlow 
Father, Aaron Weitzner  
	 from Judith Tarlow

Mother, Bess Goldstein 
	� from Judy White

Mother, Rhoda Cashman 
	� from Marvin Cashman

Step-father, Herman Liss 
	� from Michele Tamaren

Mother, Ruth Tolpin 
	� from Barbara Vinick

Mother, Anna Sudenfield 
	� from Paul Sudenfield

Father, Ephriam Sacknoff 
	� from Ruth Levy

Husband, Richard Wolff 
	� from Ruth Wolff

MERKEN TALLIT FUND

In memory of
Son, Robert Merken
Mother, Ruth Dinerman 
	� from Elaine Merken

POLONSKY BUILDING 
FUND

In memory of
Father, Abraham Freedman 
	� from Norma and Sherman 

Freedman

PRAYERBOOK 
PURCHASED

In honor of Doris Villa 
	� from Brenda Miller

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND

In appreciation of Rabbi 
Michael 
	� from Diane Levin and 

Stephen Hicks; Miriam 
Nelson Oliver; The Family of 
Solomon Feldman; Bonnie 
Weiss

In gratitude for a wonderful 
2nd night seder 
	� from Susan and Larry 

Goldberg

In memory of Donna Levin, 
mother of Diane Levin
	� from Susan and Larry 

Goldberg; Carl Shalit

In memory of Barbara 
Messenger, mother of Mark 
Messenger
	� from Sheila and Stanley 

Rich; Carl Shalit

In memory of
Mother, Tilley Rodman 
	� from Gerald Rodman

Father, Abraham Berkowitz 
	� from Lois Sargent

Mother, Beatrice Blanchard 
	� from Lynn Blanchard-

Caesar

Brother, Eric Andler 
	� from Marc Andler

Aunt, Jennie Goldstein
Aunt, Rose Goldstein 
	� from Myra Gulko

Grandmother, Rhoda Cashman 
Grandfather, George Cashman 
Grandfather, Samuel Newman 
	� from Robert Cashman

Brother, Melvin Rich 
	� from Stanley Rich

Grandmother, Sylvia Revman 
	� from Stephanie Katz

Grandmother, Ethel Barrell 
	� from Susan Weiner

RITUAL FUND

In memory of
Mother, Madeline Sidell 
	� from Ruth Goldenberg

Husband, Henry Barbanel 
	� from Frances Barbanel

Father, Remauld Smolyar
	� from Diane and Vadim 

Zlotnikov

SECURITY COSTS 
DONATION

In honor of our wonderful CSH 
Security team 
	� from Anonymous

In memory of
Mother, Anne Brenner Soltz 
	� from Robert Soltz

SHIR CHESED FUND

Get well wishes for Ann Segal 
	� from Bette and Dan 

Shoreman

In appreciation of Shir Chesed 
	� from Bette Shoreman

Donations
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Our deepest condolences to 
those who have passed away.

Condolences

Member:
Barbara Messenger
April 10, 2024
Mother of Mark 
Messenger, Grandmother 
of Elizabeth Messenger-
Jones and Paul Messenger

Relative of Member:
Judith Klein
April 14, 2024
Mother of Elissa Klein

April 1 – April 30, 2024
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DonationsReceived November 1 – December 31, 2019

In honor of our grandson, Zachary 
Freedman, beginning his residency at 
Beth Israel Hospital 
	� from Norma and Sherman 

Freedman

In memory of Ruthann Cohn
	� from Bette and Dan Shoreman

In memory of Miriam Kaplan, mother 
of Harryette Katzen
	� from Karen and Mark Meyer and 

Family

In memory of Andy Wells, father of 
Tina Dubinsky
	� from Wendy and Michael Dubinsky

In memory of

Mother, Sara Edelstein Shoreman 
	� from Daniel Shoreman

Mother, Sylvia Goldstein 
	� from Karen Madorsky

Father, Isaac Roditi 
	� from Moshe Roditi

Sister, Joan Kahn 
	� from Michael Dubinsky

SHIR LANU

In honor of the 50th anniversary of my 
sister and her husband, Phyllis Cohen 
and Jeffrey Lazarus 
	� from Wendy and Michael Dubinsky 

TORAH FUND

In memory of

Grandfather, Arthur Germain 
	� from Marion Garfinkel and Family

TREE PLANTED IN ISRAEL

In memory of my friend, June Lynn 
	� from Lois Sargent

TZEDEK LAKOL - RACIAL 
JUSTICE INITIATIVE

Get well wishes for Alan Sidman 
	� from Barbara and Ron Gilefsky; 

Faith Kramer; Miriam Nelson 
Oliver

Get well wishes for Ann Segal
	� from Barbara and Alan Sidman

In appreciation of Tzedek LaKol and 
the Interfaith Seder
	� from Brenda and Sheldon Cohen; 

Lisa and Joel Green; Faith Kramer

In honor of the birth of Theodore 
Avery Cohen-Mallon, grandson of 
Michele and Brian Cohen 
	� from Barbara and Alan Sidman

In memory of Donna Levin, mother of 
Diane Levin
	� from Marla and Philip Gay; Barbara 

and Alan Sidman

TUESDAY
JUNE 18, 2024 

@ 6:00 PM
LIGHT SUPPER & DESSERT

CELEBRATING OUR  
HONORABLE MENSCHIONS 

2023-2024

CONGREGATION SHIRAT HAYAM
55 ATLANTIC AVENUE, SWAMPSCOTT, MA

Menschions
and Martinis

For further information or assistance, please contact Mara Mendelsohn 
at 978.745.4111 Option 1 or email: events@jewishjournal.org

THE JEWISH JOURNAL 
OF GREATER BOSTON  

INVITES YOU TO

KARY ANDRINOPOULOS  •  LISA NAGEL and KEN ASHER

CARRIE and ARIEL BERGER • PHYLLIS and ALAN BOLOTIN

STEPHANIE and SCOTT GINSBERG  •  LARRY GROIPEN

MARILYN SCHLEIN KRAMER  •  PATRICIA “PATTI” McWEENEY  •  BEA PAUL

BETHANY RODITI  •  PAUL TUCKER  •  PAUL WEINBERG

C
O

M M U N I T
Y

   C
O

N
NECTING  OU

R
   

Mazel Tov to CSH members, Bethany Roditi, Larry Groipen,  
and Carrie and Ariel Berger, and Alan and Phyllis Bolotin
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Each month, the New Wave 
spotlights congregants to help 
us get to know each other better.  
This month we are pleased to 
introduce Jennifer & Howard 
Goldberg who will share their 
experience with Cantor Sarah 
through their son Wyatt’s Bar 
Mitzvah process.

Where did you grow up and 
what role did Judaism and 
synagogue play in your life?  
Tell us a little about you and 
your family.

Jen: I grew up in Wellesley, 
MA, and my family, was 
members of Temple Beth 
Elohim. I attended Jewish 
holidays at the synagogue and 
became a Bat Mitzvah there. My 
fondest memory of her Jewish 
childhood was all the time spent 
with my family around the 
holidays.

Howie: I was raised in 
Swampscott. Judaism was very 
much an active part of my life. 
All four of my grandparents 
survived the Holocaust. I 
attended Cohen Hillel Academy 
(now Epstein Hillel School) from 
grades K to 8 and spent many 
memorable summers at Camp 
Tel Noar, a Jewish overnight 
camp in NH. My family was 

members of Temple Israel 
and now, Congregation Shirat 
Hayam. 

Both: Our sons, Wes and 
Wyatt, attended Epstein Hillel 
from grades K to 3, attended 
Jewish overnight camp, and are 
proudly very connected to the 
Jewish community in the area. 
After becoming a Bar Mitzvah, 
Wes returned to synagogue to 
read Torah and participate in 
community service activities. We 
are looking forward to seeing 
how Wyatt chooses to engage 
now that he is a Jewish adult too! 

Share with us your experience 
and your son Wyatt’s 
experience with Cantor Sarah 
through the preparation 
when he recently became a 
Bar Mitzvah.

 Both: It was an absolute 
pleasure working with Cantor 
Sarah to prepare both of 
our children to become Bar 
Mitzvahs. Cantor Sarah has a 
unique ability to connect with 
teenagers where they are and 
motivate them to study and 
succeed. She is organized, on 
time, and has a generous sense of 
humor. We so appreciate all that 
Cantor Sarah has done for our 
family.

55 Atlantic Ave. Swampscott, MA 01907

Congregational Spotlight

Meet Jennifer and Howard Goldberg

Sunday, September 1, 2024
as we honor the legacies of 

Arthur J. Epstein, z”l

Ralph Kaplan, z”l

Ira Rosenberg, z”l

Carl Sloane, z”l 

If you would like more information about sponsorships or becoming a 
table captain, please email the co-chairs at: cshgala@shirathayam.org

CHAI
Save the date

Co-chairs: 
Marla Gay, Helaine Hazlett,  
Melissa Kaplowitch,  
and Renée Sidman

Please consider one of the  
Sponsorship Opportunities listed below. 

(2) Dinner Sponsor $10,000, includes 4 tickets

(2) Bar Sponsor $10,000, includes 4 tickets (ONE SOLD)

(2) Entertainment Sponsor $7,500 includes 2 tickets

(2) Dessert Sponsor $7,500 includes 2 tickets

(2) Decor Sponsor $5,000 includes 2 tickets

(4) Flower Sponsor $2,500 includes 2 tickets (ONE SOLD)

Become a table captain! Each table will have 8-10 people and tickets  
are $180 per person which includes open bar. 

Honorary Co-chairs: 
The Family of Ralph Kaplan,  
The Family of Ira Rosenberg, 
and Toby Sloane  
(in formation)

Are you ready to party?!


