
By Ruth Estrich

Legacy programs are everywhere. 
NPR stations ask listeners to make 

a contribution that “ensures a strong 
foundation for the future.” A recent 
Curb Your Enthusiasm episode had 
every Jewish character (of which there 
are many) making a legacy donation to 
their synagogue, after which they each 
slandered Larry David on their “donor 
bricks” in the synagogue’s honor garden 
where congregant donors were listed.

While Shirat Hayam has no plans 
to create a legacy garden, (nor allow 
donors to malign each other in 
recognition installations) we will be 
publishing our Shir HaDorot Legacy 
Circle members in the New Wave 
starting with this article! When we 
introduce our donor wall later this year, 
we can only hope that our congregant 
legacy donor circle will be as broad and 
generous financially as Larry David’s neighbors 
and “friends”.

Introduced less than six months ago on 
Yom Kippur, the Shir HaDorot or Song of the 
Generations program is off to a great start with 
almost one and a half million dollars already 
pledged. Our conservative goal is to more 
than double our current participation over 
the course of this year and to begin to create 
activities to honor the families who make a 
commitment to this important endowment 
program. Remember: no congregant is too 
young to participate, and no gift is too small! 
Every pledge is welcome and important to the 
generations of Shirat members to come. How 
better to support our beautiful community and 
insure the continuation of all that we love about 
Shirat Hayam, well beyond our Chai Year—for 
generations to come.

If you are interested in giving eternally to 

Congregation Shirat Hayam, ask to sign a 
Shir HaDorot Declaration of Intent form or 
Confirmation of Commitment form, or contact 
any Shir HaDorot  commitee member. Join the 
Legacy Circle and be remembered forever in the 
Shirat Hayam community with a gift in your 
will, trust, retirement account or life insurance 
policy.

Shir HaDorot Legacy Circle
Dan and Elizabeth Berman
Brian and Michele Cohen
Ruth Estrich
Larry Groipen
Gitte Kushner
Rabbi Michael Ragozin and Sarah Plymate
Deborah Schutzman
Margie Shapiro
Toby Sloane
Barry and Ellen Turkanis

Feel the Difference
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Shir HaDorot Update

FRIDAY, APRIL 5
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, APRIL 6
Shabbat Synaplex with Bar Mitzvah of 
Wyatt Goldberg

TUESDAY, APRIL 9
7:30 am Morning minyan in-person and 
online (Rosh Hodesh)
Deadline to register for Second Night 
Seder at CSH (see insert) 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10
7:30 pm The Human Rights Haggadah 
with author Rabbi Shlomo Levin via 
Zoom. Register tinyurl.com/hrhaggadah 
(see pg. 2)

FRIDAY, APRIL 12
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, APRIL 13
Shabbat Synaplex (No CJE-Holiday 
weekend) 
11:15 am Shabbat Sing with Cantor 
Sarah. (See pg. 5)

SUNDAY, APRIL 14
11:00 am Women’s Seder. RSVP 
required. (See pg. 4)

MONDAY, APRIL 15
7:30 am & 7:00 pm Minyan Zoom only 
from Temple Sinai 
7:30 pm Becky’s Book Club meets on 
Zoom, go to https://shirathayam.org/
book-club/
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Continued on page 3

For full Shabbat Synaplex go to http://
shirathayam.org/shabbat or the website 
calendar or page 3. Thursday 7:30 am 
minyan, Friday night and Shabbat 
services are in-person and online. Subject 
to change. Visit www.shirathayam.org 
for all links and updates. 

Calendar
APRIL 2024



us of our pedagogical responsibility, whether we have 
children of our own or not, to transmit this essential 
Jewish self-understanding to the next generation.  The 
biblical prooftext for this obligation is “And you shall 
explain to your son on that day: For the sake of this, 
did the Lord do [this] for me in my going out of Egypt”  
(Exodus 13:8).  The use of the first person singular (me, 
my) personalizes the events.  In this way, we share our 
own, individual, experience of “Egypt” with the next 
generation.

At the same time, through the often private ritual 
of the Seder, we instill in participants a consciousness 
of am Yisrael, Jewish peoplehood.  Just as the Seder 
becomes the setting for familial transmission of Jewish 
identity, so too the synagogue, becomes the place for 
the contemporary unfolding of our destiny as a people.  
In both the home and the synagogue, we fulfill our 
place as a link in a chain of tradition stretching back to 
Moses and forward to generations yet to come.

Shirat Hayam’s legacy giving campaign builds 
on this concept of dor vador.  We’ve named it Shir 
HaDorot, The Song of the Generations.  Including 

Shirat Hayam in your 
estate planning offers 
both an opportunity 
to express gratitude 
for the blessings we’ve 
received and to assure 
Jewish tomorrows.  

In each and every 
generation we have 
told the story that 
once we were slaves 
and now we are 
free people.  Shir 
HaDorot, our legacy 
giving campaign, 
is a commitment 
to the continuity 
of the Jewish story 
for generations yet 
to come.  Please 
consider including 
Shirat Hayam in your 
estate planning.  To 
learn more about Shir 
HaDorot, contact 
Deb Schutzman 
at (781) 599-8005 
or dschutzman@
shirathayam.org.

Life of the Congregation
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Jewish education and identity 
building often begins in the 
home.  In winter we gather 
infants and toddlers, children 
and grandchildren, to light 
the Hanukkah menorah and 
tell the story of how the few 
defeated the many, while we 
bask in the light of the miracle 
of oil.  Now, in the springtime, 

we ask more of our little ones.  At the Passover Seder 
with family and friends we transmit our origin story, 
reminding ourselves of our legacy and sharing our 
heritage with the next generation.

In the paragraph just prior to the Haggadah’s climax 
we recite, “B’khol dor vador … in each and every 
generation, a person is obligated to see themself as if 
they left Egypt.”  The obligation begins with us.  We must 
personally view ourselves as having been slaves in Egypt 
and released to freedom.

At the same time, the introductory phrase, “B’khol 
dor vador  … in each and every generation” reminds 

Rabbi’s Corner / B’khol Dor Vador...  
In Each and Every Generation

Life of the CongregationMember Account Log In

CSH members can log into their own  
accounts to pay their bill, make donations  

and update their information.  
To access your account go to the  

Member Log in button on our website.  
If you need assistance, please contact  

Cheryl Schwartz, cheryl@shirathayam.org.

Phone: 781.599.8005

Rabbi Michael Ragozin, x14  
rabbiragozin@shirathayam.org

Cantor Sarah Freudenberger, x12  
cantorsarah@shirathayam.org

Deb Schutzman, x41  
Executive Director 

dschutzman@shirathayam.org

Janis Knight, x25  
Director of CJE  

janis@shirathayam.org

Andrea Bernard  
Director of CEE 

andrea@shirathayam.org 
781-598-3311

Barri Stein, x11 
Director of Events & Programs  

barri@shirathayam.org

Patti Arundel, x22 
Bookkeeper 

Cheryl Schwartz, x10 
Administrative Assistant  
cheryl@shirathayam.org

Joe Simons  
Board President  

Leadership@shirathayam.org
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 Monday closed.
Tuesday–Thursday  
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday  
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

When the office is closed you may  
email or call and leave a message.

Friday, April 5, 2024 – 6:57 PM
Friday, April 12, 2024 – 7:05 PM 
Friday, April 19, 2024 – 7:13 PM 

Monday, April 22, 2024 – 7:16 PM – Passover 
Friday, April 26, 2024 – 7:21 PM 

Sunday, April 28, 2024 – 7:23 PM – Passover 

About the author: 
Shlomo Levin received Rabbinic ordination from Yeshivat 
Hamivtar and the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, and served 
as a Rabbi for many years. He also earned an M.A. in 
International Law and Human Rights from the United 
Nations University for Peace in Costa Rica.

by Shlomo Levin

This Haggadah helps us find meaning in the seder 
by using the Passover story to discuss human rights. 
Three kinds of material are added to the traditional text:

From the Rabbis boxes show how Jewish sources address 
human rights issues.

International Law boxes explain how human rights issues 
are covered by treaties and declarations.
 

Dialogue boxes  are green, the color of the previous two 
boxes combined, since they represent human rights 
interacting with Jewish values. Dialogue boxes explain 
different viewpoints and end with questions for discussion.

About the author: 
Shlomo Levin received Rabbinic ordination from  
Yeshivat Hamivtar and the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, and 
served as a Rabbi for many years. He also earned an 
M.A. in International Law and Human Rights from the 
United Nations University for Peace in Costa Rica.

Wednesday, April 10 • 7:30 pm • via Zoom
Register at tinyurl.com/hrhaggadah

With Rabbi Shlomo Levin
About the author: 
Shlomo Levin received Rabbinic ordination from Yeshivat 
Hamivtar and the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, and served 
as a Rabbi for many years. He also earned an M.A. in 
International Law and Human Rights from the United 
Nations University for Peace in Costa Rica.

by Shlomo Levin

This Haggadah helps us find meaning in the seder 
by using the Passover story to discuss human rights. 
Three kinds of material are added to the traditional text:

From the Rabbis boxes show how Jewish sources address 
human rights issues.

International Law boxes explain how human rights issues 
are covered by treaties and declarations.
 

Dialogue boxes  are green, the color of the previous two 
boxes combined, since they represent human rights 
interacting with Jewish values. Dialogue boxes explain 
different viewpoints and end with questions for discussion.

About the author: 
Shlomo Levin received Rabbinic ordination from  
Yeshivat Hamivtar and the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, and 
served as a Rabbi for many years. He also earned an 
M.A. in International Law and Human Rights from the 
United Nations University for Peace in Costa Rica.

Wednesday, April 10 • 7:30 pm • via Zoom
Register at tinyurl.com/hrhaggadah

With Rabbi Shlomo Levin



This Spring is already off to a great start. Our 
Barbie-themed Purim shpiel, led by director 
Cantor Sarah, was a blast (and not just because 
she gave me a fun role!).

 With Rabbi Michael starring as Ken, the cast 
brought an uninhibited and rousing rendition 
of the classic tale of Esther leading the Jewish 
people to victory. The energy and enthusiasm 
were infectious, making it a memorable 

experience for everyone involved.
 The story’s message and happy ending are especially poignant as we 

navigate the challenges of rising antisemitism in a constantly changing 
world. The heroism of Esther and Mordecai serves as a reminder that 
we can overcome hardships and inspire bravery in the face of adversity.

 As we continue our journey through Spring, let’s carry the spirit 
of Purim with us—one of resilience, courage, and celebration. It’s a 
reminder that even in uncertain times, our community stands strong, 
united in our commitment to upholding our traditions and values.

 With the echoes of laughter and applause from our Purim shpiel still 
ringing in our ears, let’s embrace the season ahead with renewed hope 
and determination.

Thanks,
Joe

Calendar
Continued from page 1
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17
10:30 am Cantor Sarah joins JBaby 
Play Group at JCCNS for My First 
Passover. Open to all. Go to JCCNS.org.

FRIDAY, APRIL 19
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
Shabbat Synaplex (No CJE and No 
Kiddush)

MONDAY, APRIL 22
7:30 am Minyan Zoom only from 
Temple Sinai
Erev Passover- No Evening Minyan

TUESDAY, APRIL 23
First Day of Passover; No CJE
Office Closed
9:00 am Passover service at CSH 
6:00 pm Second Night Seder at 
CSH (See insert)
No evening minyan

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 
24-FRIDAY, APRIL 26
7:30 am Passover Morning  
minyans in-person at CSH and online

FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, APRIL 27
Shabbat Synaplex (Passover)
10:00 am Torah Yoga
12:00 pm PJ Our Way Book Club

SUNDAY, APRIL 28
3:00 pm TribeTalk™ Standing Strong: 
Empowering Teens to Recognize and 
Respond to Antisemitism at JCCNS. 
(See pg 4) RSVP to https://tinyurl.
com/tribetalksns

MONDAY, APRIL 29
7:30 am Passover Day 7 Service 
in-person at CSH and online (Please 
enter through the main entrance) 
9:00 am Yizkor Service 

TUESDAY, APRIL 30
7:30 am Minyan online only from CSH

FRIDAY, MAY 3
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, MAY 4 
Shabbat Synaplex with Bar Mitzvah 
of Charlie Dubow

Life of the CongregationLife of the Congregation

Growing up, my childhood Cantor would often 
call me up to the bima to sing with her. One 
moment during the service I often remembered 
joining her was on L’dor V’dor, singing the echo to 
her call. This was especially fitting because it was 
her and other synagogue clergy that encouraged 
me to become a Cantor, continuously calling 
on me to lead with them, and then, in college, 
substitute for them and as them as the Cantor 

at B’nai Mitzvah services when the Cantor would be away. Today, I look 
to the next generation and pass on the tradition of L’dor V’dor in leading 
services. Whether it is current CJE and B’nei Mitzvah students leading the 
Torah service, the 6th grade class from Epstein Hillel chanting Torah, or 
post-B’nei Mitzvah teens coming back to recite their Haftarah, or with my 
own children leading services most Friday nights with me, passing on the 

Cantor’s News 
L’dor V’dor: From Generation to Generation 

Message from the President
Go to http://shirathayam.org/shabbat or website calendar for weekly schedule. 

9:00 AM 	� Renewal with clergy and guest musician; Traditional 
Shacharit; Center for Jewish Education; Babysitting (for 
children 3 months to 3 years); Boker Tov Cafe

10:00 AM 	 Torah Service; Nosh & Drash; Torah Yoga
11:15 AM 	 Mourner’s Kaddish, Healing and Rabbi’s Talk
11:45 AM 	 Closing Blessings and Ruach Rally followed by Shabbat  
	 Café for all

UPCOMING NOSH & DR ASH 
(link to Nosh & Drash page for more info https://shirathayam.org/nosh-drash/ 

April 6 	� No Nosh & Drash
April 13	 Naomi Gurt Lind
April 20	 Janis Knight
April 27	 No Nosh & Drash
BABYSIT TING (for children ages 3 mos up to 4 years old) 
April 6, April 13, April 20

UPCOMING RENE WAL MUSICIANS TO ACCOMPANY CLERGY 
(visit https://shirathayam.org/renewal/ for more info) 

April 6	 David Sparr
April 13 	 Greg Coles
April 20	 Lautaro Mantilla
April 27	 Jeremiah Klarman

See our website calendar (https://shirathayam.shulcloud.com/calendar) 
for updates and more details. 

Shabbat Synaplex (subject to change)

Please Join Cantor Sarah  
on April 17 for Passorver!

love of bima leadership to the 
next generation is an important 
calling for me as a Cantor. 
Having a bima for my children 
and all of our children to step 
up their leadership and lead, 
and God-willing, my children’s 
children, is what legacy giving is 
all about. 

—Cantor Sarah



TUESDAY, APRIL 9
Deadline to register for Second 
Night Seder at CSH (See insert)

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
�Shabbat Synaplex (no Shabbat 
Café in preparation for Passover)

SUNDAY, APRIL 21
5:00 pm Deadline to sell your 

Hametz to Rabbi Michael

MONDAY, APRIL 22
7:30 am Minyan, Zoom only 

from Temple Sinai
First Night of Passover (no 

evening minyan)

TUESDAY, APRIL 23
First Day of Passover
9:00 am Passover service at CSH 

and online

6:00 pm Second Night Seder at 
CSH (See insert to sign up)

No evening minyan

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 
24-FRIDAY, APRIL 26

�7:30 am Passover Morning 
minyans in-person at CSH and 
online

FRIDAY, APRIL 26
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat

SATURDAY, APRIL 27
Shabbat Synaplex (Passover)

MONDAY, APRIL 29
�7:30 am Passover Day 7 Service 
in-person CSH  and online 
(Please enter through the main 
entrance)
9:00 am Yizkor Service  
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Becky’s Book Club
Date: Monday, April 18, 7:30 pm  
The group will discuss Please Look After Mom by Kyung-Sook 
Shin 

This is the stunning, deeply moving story of 
a family’s search for their mother, who goes 
missing one afternoon amid the crowds of the 
Seoul Station subway.
Told through the piercing voices and urgent 
perspectives of a daughter, son, husband, and 
mother, Please Look After Mom is at once an 
authentic picture of contemporary life in Korea 
and a universal story of family love.  Zoom link 

is available at shirathayam.org. Go to the Get Involved tab, click 
Affinity Groups, and then click Becky’s Book Club.

Upcoming

• Monday, May 20 as we discuss Birchers by Matthew Dallek.

• �Monday, June 20 as we discuss The Last Rose of Shanghai by 
Weina Dai Randel

Passover Schedule and Information

TO REGISTER VISIT JCCNS.ORG

A WOMEN’S SEDER

FREEDOM: WHAT’S YOUR STORY?

HOSTED BY

For more information, contact Janis Knight at janis@shirathayam.org

SUNDAY, APRIL 14
11:00AM – 1:00PM

Congregation Shirat Hayam
55 Atlantic Ave, Swampscott

$12 – PLEASE 
REGISTER BY APRIL 9

Includes vegetarian brunch 
from Maria’s Cafe 

Join us for a Women’s Seder to feed your soul, raise your voice and celebrate your freedom! 
Prepare for Passover spiritually through live storytelling, music, and the power of community.

This multi-generational event is open to any self-identified woman connected with 
the Jewish community. You do not need to be a member of JCCNS or CSH to attend.

OR 
SCAN 
HERE:

Jewish Women’s 
Endowment Fund

SPONSORED BY WITH SUPPORT FROM
Jessica Schenkel, 

Realtor and Law Office 
of Sandra L. Goldstein

Sunday, April 28 from 3-5 pm 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead
Open to grades 8 through 12 (and parents and grandparents)

Knowledge is power! Learn to identify and confront antisemitism!

Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to hear from TribeTalk, a nationally  

recognized organization dedicated to helping teens and college students 

feel confident and competent in recognizing and responding to antisemitism. 

Through engaging discussions and interactive scenarios, we’ll learn about  

antisemitism – how to recognize it, how to respond to it, and how to remain 

strong in our Jewish identity.

FREE!

Standing Strong:
Empowering Teens to Recognize  
and Respond to Antisemitism

TEENS!

RSVP at tinyurl.com/tribetalkns



From the desk of Janis Knight,  
Director of CJE

I love writing articles about what 
is happening in CJE, the celebrations, 
special events, or guests we bring 
in to enrich our students’ learning.  
I rarely write about the work that 
happens behind the scenes which 
guides the choices I make about staff, 
or curriculum, or special events.  
But I am at the beginning of a two-
year fellowship from the Mandel 
Foundation. I am one of just over 60 
Jewish educators from the United 
States, Canada, Israel, and South Africa 
who have been chosen to participate in 
a demanding professional educational 
experience that has been designed to 
sharpen both our educational skills 
and our institutional leadership skills.  
We have been chosen from all streams 
of Jewish educational and institutional 
life – day school, congregational school 
leaders, community institutions, 
and youth programs. The uniting 
factor is that we all have some role 
in educational leadership in our 
institutions and our passionate about 
that role.

Last month, I attended the first of 
six seminars held in Chicago. While it 
is hard to distill my experience of four 
days into a paragraph or two, I would 
like to share at least some glimpses of 
what I have begun studying. It is my 
hope that, not only will you know 

how grateful I am to the congregation 
for allowing me the time to really 
explore and dig deeply into some of 
these issues, but that you will also get 
a sense for how much deep thinking 
and learning and experimentation 
and research is supporting Jewish 
education in the 21st century.  As I 
write about new curricular pieces or 
new practices the CJE may adopt in 
the coming years, you will know that 
there is careful thought and high-level 
conversations taking place to help 
provide the best Jewish education on 
the North Shore.

We spent 4 long days on the 
topmost floor of a Doubletree in 
Skokie, grappling with the deep 
questions in and about Jewish 
texts. We talked about how Jewish 
text study could both inspire and 
underpin meaningful growth and 
change  - in ourselves, our schools, 
and our community.  We talked a 
lot, always with the learner in mind 
but sometimes “the learner” was 
our students, or our faculties, or 
ourselves, or our community as a 
whole.  Meaningful, substantive Jewish 
content for our students, delivered by 
knowledgeable and curious teachers 
who are always looking to improve 
their teaching and their learning – 
that’s the ideal we strive for in all of our 
institutions.

It wasn’t all text study or scholarly 

From the desk of Andrea Bernard, Director of CEE
The children and educators of the CEE would like to thank Mud 

Puddle Toys of Marblehead for their generous donation of educational 
materials, toys, and games.  We are so appreciative of their thoughtful 
gift to our center!

 It’s planting season!  The children are preparing to grow the 
seedlings for our garden!  We are excited to begin our 2nd growing 
season in the SPUR Community Roots Garden at Shirat Hayam 
Center for Early Education.  In coming weeks, we will begin to prep 
the garden for the seedlings.  This year we plan to grow carrots, beets, 
lettuce, spinach, peppers, and tomatoes.

 Who knows what might pop up in our garden? Last season we 
had a few surprises!  We happily welcomed tomatillos, white eggplant, 
and pumpkins as well.  We are excited to provide nutritious fruits and 
vegetables to the Anchor Food Pantry to support local families this 
season!

Life of the Congregation

CJE News

CEE News

From Behind the Scenes

It’s Planting Season!
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11:15 am  Shabbat Sing with Cantor Sarah for families*  
with children up to 7 years of age  
in the Chapel

12:00 pm  All are invited for our Shabbat Café  
(Kiddush lunch)

For families with children 0-7  
(& siblings/grandparents)

*Open to the community! 

Shabbat Sing!
Cantor Sarah invites Young Families to a

April 13
June 8

Save the dates!

presentation, either. Change often 
accompanies conflict. We practiced 
skills for communicating as leaders, 
for better conflict-resolution, and 
really attuned listening to the needs of 
our students and their families.

The Jack, Joseph and Morton 
Mandel Foundation is investing 
approximately $20 K in me and our 
CJE over the next 2 years in the form 

of professional learning for me and 
our teaching staff, giving me tools to 
be a better teacher educator for our 
teachers and madrichim, and a more 
skilled educational leader.  I cannot 
tell you how excited I am to see how 
this will help the CJE grow toward 
our congregational mission statement 
of offering the best childhood and 
teen education on the North Shore.

Above: Thank you
Left: Planting



BRODY MINYAN 
FUND

In honor of the marriage of 
Emily Rich, granddaughter 
of Joan and Murry Rich, to 
Jakob Levin 
In memory of Holly Strome, 
sister-in-law of Marsha 
Gerber
In memory of Zvi Galani, 
brother-in-law of Joan and 
Murry Rich 
	 from Doris Villa

In honor of Lois Ogan’s 
special birthday  
	 from Eli Talkov

In honor of Fran Barbanel’s 
special birthday  
In memory of Holly Strome, 
sister-in-law of Marsha 
Gerber 
	 from Natalie White

In memory of
Brother, Jerry Brenner  
	 from Beverly Shapiro

Great grandfather, Max 
Kramer   
	 from Deborah McWade

Mother, Ada Greenbaum   
	 from Dorothy Tatelman

Grandfather, David Gartz   
	 from Karen Hirsch

Grandfather, Harry Goldstein   
	 from Marsha Feffer

Mother, Sarah Glazer   
	 from Myles Glazer

Grandmother, Lena Brodsky   
	 from Robert Cooper

Grandmother, Celia Levy   
	 from Rosanne Jepsky

CANTOR’S 
DISCRETIONARY 
FUND

In appreciation of Cantor 
Sarah   
	� from Michael Bailen; 

Lynne Krasker Schultz; 
Marilyn Segal

In memory of Ruthann Cohn  
	 from Mimi Nelson Oliver

In memory of
Mother, Miriam Kaplan   
	 from Ethel Harris

CENTER FOR JEWISH 
EDUCATION

In memory of
Father, Thomas J. Spisak Sr.   
	 from Thomas Spisak

Mother, Margaret Stark 
Aunt, Rose Kohn 
Grandfather, Siegfried Stark   
	 from Madeline Stark

GENERAL FUND

In honor of Andrew Leader-
Cramer’s special birthday  
In memory of Ruthann Cohn  
	� from Susan and Larry 

Goldberg

In memory of
All my loved ones   
	� from June Salny; Stephen 

Salny

In memory of
Sister, Laurie Swartz Bodek   
	 from Rita Swartz

KIDDUSH FUND

Get well wishes to Janice 
Levine   
	 from Charlotte Fine

In honor of Lois Ogan’s 
special birthday  
	� from Lois and Bobby 

Kaplan; Faith Kramer; 
Gloria Sax

In honor of the marriage of 
Emily Rich, granddaughter 
of Joan and Murry Rich, to 
Jakob Levin   
	� from Arlene and Herb 

Leventhal; Reggie and Lew 
Weinstein 

In honor of the marriage of 
Shelby Rosenberg, daughter of 
Karen and David Rosenberg, 
to Lev Matusevich  
	� from Lois and Bobby 

Kaplan; Elaine Linsky

In honor of the naming of 
Luca Concepcion, son of 
Amanda Ritvo and Miguel 
Concepcion   
	 from Elaine Linsky

In memory of
Father, Sam Schnelwar   
	 from Allan Schnelwar

Parents, Irene and Harold 
Ringer   
	 from Amy Ringer

Step-father, David Gilman   
	 from Arlene Leventhal

Brother, Leon Berlow   
	 from Bette Ann Weisman

Grandmother, Ida Patt   
	 from Beverly Shapiro

Grandmother, Mary Goldberg 
Grandfather, Jacob Goldberg 
Sister, Sandy Germain 
Mother-in-law, Fannie Fine   
	 from Charlotte Fine

Husband, Eugene Poster 
Father-in-law, Henry Poster 
Brother-in-law, Ralph Dunn   
	 from Cynthia Poster

Father, Bernard Kaplan   
	 from Harryette Katzen

Father, George Swartz   
	 from Irene Carlino

Father, Hyman Chandler   
	 from Jane Weiss

Father-in-law, Barnet Tarlow   
	 from Judy Tarlow

Father, Bert Korson   
	 from Mark Korson

Father, David Goldberg   
	 from Martin Goldberg

Father, Bernard Harsip   
	 from Michael Harsip

Mother, Fay Bonfeld   
	 from Roz Goldberg

Grandmother, Rebecca 
Bornstein   
	 from Ruth Kahn

RABBI’S 
DISCRETIONARY 
FUND

In honor of the marriage of 
Shelby Rosenberg, daughter of 
Karen and David Rosenberg, 
to Lev Matusevich  
	� from Susan and Larry 

Goldberg; Roz and Sandy 
Levy

In appreciation of Rabbi 
Michael’s kindness   
	� from Michael Bailen; 

Debby Cherry and Simon 
Waruhiu Mwangi; Howard 
Gold; Marilyn Segal

In memory of Holly Strome, 
sister-in-law of Marsha 
Gerber  
	 from Carl Shalit

In memory of
Mother, Ethel Carlyn
Father, Robert Carlyn  
	 from Cynthia Carlyn

Mother, Anita Ouellette   
	 from Doris Villa

Father, Seymour Stoll   
	 from Ellen Miller

Father, Herbert Kerr   
	 from Judith Marder

Mother, Eleanor Lesser   
	 from Susan Cohen

RITUAL FUND

In memory of Sandra Gold 
Shalit   
	 from Marsha Gerber

SECURITY FUND 

In memory of
Father, William Greenblatt   
	 from Judi Simmons

SHIR CHESED 

In appreciation of Shir Chesed  
	� from Marsha Gerber; 

Nancy Miller

In honor of Lois Ogan’s 
special birthday   
	� from Margery Shapiro 

and Family; Barbara 
Tobin Forbush and Bernie 
Forbush

In honor of the marriage of 
Emily Rich, granddaughter 
of Joan and Murry Rich, to 
Jakob Levin  
	 from Diana Caplan

In honor of the marriage 
of Debby Cherry to Simon 
Waruhiu Mwangi   
	� from Diana Caplan; Elaine 

Linsky; Beverly Nathan

In memory of my sister-in-
law, Holly Strome  
	 from Marsha Gerber

In memory of
Sister, Harriet Mack   
	 from Bette Shoreman

Husband, Philip Linsky   
	 from Elaine Linsky

Mother, Edith Cohen   
	 from Wendy Dubinsky 

TZEDEK LAKOL - 
RACIAL JUSTICE 
INITIATIVE

In honor of Carol and 
Harold Levin’s 60th wedding 
anniversary   
	� from Barbara and David 

Schneider

In honor of my grandson, 
Chad Goldstein, becoming a 
Certified Financial Analyst  
	 from Sema Goldstein

Donations
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Our deepest condolences to 
those who have passed away.

Condolences

Member:

Ruthann Cohn
February 10, 2024

Relative of Member:

Holly Strome
February 5, 2024
Sister-in-law of Marsha 
Gerber

February 1 – February 29, 2024
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Every issue, the New Wave 
spotlights congregants to help us 
get to know each other better. In 
this issue, we thought we would 
highlight our Chai Year activities so 
that everyone will know what we 
are doing and what is happening 
over the next few months. We hope 
everyone will participate and get to 
know each other better during this 
special year in our congregation’s 
life.

Torah Scribe Rachel Jackson 
(Part 1)

The Torah tells us in 
Deuteronomy that every Jew 
should write their own Sefer Torah: 
that all Jews should “write this 
song and teach it to the children of 

Israel.” We could have funded a 
new Torah for our congregation, 
but instead chose to bring Rachel 
Jackson to Shirat Hayam to repair 
our scrolls and teach us about 
her work as a soferet  (ritual 
Hebrew calligrapher). She is one 
of the few people in the world 
who is professionally trained in 
conservation as well as in the 
Halacha of sofrut, and one of 
the few women who have pursued 
this calling. She uses traditional 
materials including vellum, quills, 
ink and grid (string made from 
animal tendons) —and recently 
came to Shirat Hayam to teach 
us how she does her work. In 
December, she came and taught 
the CJE students how to take 
quills in-hand and write and 
repair the words in the Torah. In 
February, she returned and spent 
a Sunday morning with about 25 
congregants who heard Rachel’s 
story, asked lots of questions and 
tried their hands at scribing.

Thank you to our Torah Scribe 
Program donors Barbara and 
Jerry Rodman, Esther and Arthur 
Goldberg, Jennifer and Howard 
Goldberg.

Torah Scribe Rachel Jackson 
(Part 2)

 The next phase of Rachel’s 

work will be the actual repair of 
our Torah, and Shirat Hayam 
congregants and families can 
register to sponsor a letter, a word 
or a phrase of the work.Sign 
up using this link: https://bit.ly/
scribetorahrepair. $36/letter; $180/
word; $1800/phrase. Later 
next month, each sponsor 
will be able to schedule their 
repair and watch Rachel 
as she makes it, receiving 
a photo of the event and 
receiving a beautiful 
certificate memorializing 
the event. A reception for all 
sponsors will also take place.

Scholar Residence 
Weekend (5/31-6/1)

 Join Cantor Sarah as she 
welcomes renowned Jewish 
musicians and composers 

Eliana Light and Chava 
Mirel for a weekend 
of activities including 
a special Holy Happy 
Hour Friday night, a 
special Renewal Service 
(Chava wrote Achat 
Sha’alti that we sing 
frequently at Renewal), 
a spirited Family Service 
on Saturday, a special 
Drash by Chava, a 
rocking Ruach Rally 
Band performance and a 
special Kiddush lunch! 

Chai Gala—Sunday, 
September 1

Join the entire 
congregation at the Gala! 

Our Past President chairs are 
putting together a night not soon 
to be forgotten with fantastic food, 
dancing, professional photos and 
other surprises—see the flyer insert 
and stay tuned!

55 Atlantic Ave. Swampscott, MA 01907

Eliana and ChavaTorah Scribe Workshop for CJE students

Rachel Jackson

Congregational Spotlight

It’s Shirat Hayam’s Chai Year!


