
On February 8th, Rabbi Michael interviewed 
Steve Rosenberg, the publisher and 

editor of the Jewish Journal in front of about 
300 congregants. Steve had just returned from 
a 2-week visit to Israel which he called “A 
Reporter’s Notebook: An Eyewitness Account 
from Israel.” The presentation began with a video 
crafted by Steve which included photos of the 
places that he had visited as well as graphics that 
illustrated the locations of the key areas of attack.

Steve recreated the morning of October 7 and 
the timeline of the events that occurred—much 
of which has been chronicled in numerous 
articles and presentations experienced by 
most. However, many of Steve’s observations 
were new and eye-opening. He spoke of the 
underreporting of the psychological impact 
on the residents. He spoke of the anxiety and 
depression that many are feeling. “Over 600,000 
Israelis are suffering from post-traumatic stress,” 
he recounted. “The social contract in the country 
between the citizens and the government has 
been broken. They expected to be protected. 
Trust has literally been upended.” It is hard to 
imagine the dislocation that has resulted and the 
amount of mental health support and assistance 
that is needed.

Steve also spoke to the incredible unity 
and urgency to help one another that is being 
marshaled and delivered. He marveled at the 
almost immediate social change that resulted 
post-October 7th; how concerns about 
judicial reform and eroding democracy that 
had 100,000+ protesters organizing weekly 
pivoted to become delivery systems for social 
services to serve the people and support the 
country. Databases were built in hours. Medical 
help was organized and delivered. Unity and 
urgency replaced civil unrest, and thousands of 
volunteers were organized. Steve marveled, “The 
resilience of the people is my big takeaway.”  All 
of which leaves Steve hopeful for the future of 
our homeland, and he suggested that there are 
many lessons here for American Jews.

The avalanche of antisemitism that has 
resulted in the United States and other countries 
should be viewed, he suggested, as a wake-
up call and as a reminder to think about our 
Jewish identity. The resilience of the Israelis can 
serve as a model for American Jews to focus 
on all Jews and to support one another. While 
we can’t do anything or change anything in 
Israel, it is important for us to bear witness. It is 

Feel the Difference

MARCH 2024 — 5784

Israel Update

FRIDAY, MARCH 1
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
Shabbat Synaplex 
12:00 pm PJ Our Way Book Club meets. 
Register at LappinFoundation.org  

SUNDAY, MARCH 3
10:00 am  Tzedek LaKol presents “SURE, 
Tell Us Your Story” rescheduled from 1/7 

MONDAY, MARCH 4
7:00 pm  Texas Hold-Em Circuit with NS 
Men’s Club and CSH Social Club at Temple 
Ner Tamid. For Info and RSVP by 2/29 go to 
https://shirahayam.org/social-club/   

TUESDAY, MARCH 5
7:30 pm Atlantic Avenue Limmud via 
Zoom only (See pg. 2)

FRIDAY, MARCH 8
Mishloach Manot Purim Fundraiser closes
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, MARCH 9
Shabbat Synaplex 
11:15 am Shabbat Sing with Cantor Sarah

TUESDAY, MARCH 12
5:45 pm Mitzvah Meals, Program for Teens

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
10:00 am & 7:30 pm The Book of Psalms with 
Rabbi Michael continues. 10 am in-person 
and 7:30 pm via Zoom only. (See pg. 2 )

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
Shabbat Synaplex 
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Continued on page 4
Continued on page 3

For full Shabbat Synaplex go to http://
shirathayam.org/shabbat or the website 
calendar or page 3. Thursday 7:30 am 
minyan, Friday night and Shabbat 
services are in-person and online. Subject 
to change. Visit www.shirathayam.org 
for all links and updates. 

Calendar
MARCH 2024

Steve Rosenberg and Rabbi Ragozin
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I arrived in Israel on June 30, 
2014, for a family vacation 
and to study Torah at the 
Shalom Hartman Institute.  
That same day the bodies 
of three Israeli teens, Eyal 
Yifrach, 19, Gilad Shaar, 16, 
and Naftali Fraenkel, 16, 
were discovered, murdered 
by Hamas terrorists.  Hamas 

then began daily rocket barrages which lead to 
Operation Protective Edge.

Being in Israel during a time of intense conflict 
(or war) required some adjustments, but our trip 
continued.  We learned where to go during an air raid 
siren, we changed our trip to minimize danger (e.g. 
shifting from days in Tel Aviv, a target for rockets, to the 
quiet of Zichron Yaakov), and we spent more time with 
friends than visiting tourist sites.

At the end of our planned trip, Sarah, Liora, and 
Noam went home.  I extended my trip to join a 
Rabbinical Assembly solidarity mission.  As part of 
that trip, we visited Racheli Fraenkel, mother of the 
murdered teen, Naftali.  With poise and strength, 
Racheli shared stories of her son’s life and her decision 
to recite Kaddish, which, as Haaretz reported, had 
“never before been recited in public in Israel by an 
Orthodox woman of such stature and in front of 
cameras.”

Visiting a bereaved mother whom I did not know 
was awkward.  There was an element of voyeurism 
as she shared her pain.  Then, as our hearts broke 
hearing Racheli tell her story, there was the strange 

Rabbi’s Corner / Israel

Life of the CongregationMember Account Log In

CSH members can log into their own  
accounts to pay their bill, make donations  

and update their information.  
To access your account go to the  

Member Log in button on our website to log in. 
If you need assistance, please contact  

Cheryl Schwartz, cheryl@shirathayam.org.

Phone: 781.599.8005

Rabbi Michael Ragozin, x14  
rabbiragozin@shirathayam.org

Cantor Sarah Freudenberger, x12  
cantorsarah@shirathayam.org

Deb Schutzman, x41  
Executive Director 

dschutzman@shirathayam.org

Janis Knight, x25  
Director of CJE  

janis@shirathayam.org

Andrea Bernard  
Director of CEE 

andrea@shirathayam.org 
781-598-3311

Barri Stein, x11 
Director of Events & Programs  

barri@shirathayam.org

Patti Arundel, x22 
Bookkeeper 

Cheryl Schwartz, x10 
Administrative Assistant  
cheryl@shirathayam.org

Joe Simons  
Board President  

Leadership@shirathayam.org

 
Ruth Estrich 

Editor-in-Chief

Deborah Golub-Sass 
Marketing Director

Nancy Marland Wolinski  
Graphic Designer

CSH Staff Contacts

Office Hours

Friday/Holiday Candle Lighting

NEW WAVE

 Monday closed.
Tuesday–Thursday  
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday  
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

When the office is closed you may  
email or call and leave a message.

Friday, March 1, 2024 – 5:16 PM
Friday, March 8, 2024 – 5:25 PM 

Friday, March 15, 2024 – 6:33 PM
Friday, March  22, 2024 – 6:41 PM 
Friday, March 29, 2024 – 6:49 PM 

7:30 – 8:30 PM | All Sessions will be on Zoom only | 
Attend one or all 

LAST CLASS:

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 – Judah, Tamar, & Leah: 
Anatomy of Heroism 

https://bit.ly/stories5784 to connect to Zoom 

The Book of Psalms
Gratitude, Anguish, and the Human Experience

The ancient poetry of the Psalms captures heartfelt cries to God 
from the depth of the human experience. From suffering to joy, 

explore this ancient liturgy and find its relevance for today.

Led by Rabbi Michael Ragozin 

Dates: March 13, March 27 

Options to participate: 10-11:30 am in-person  
or 7:30-9:00 pm via Zoom 

Registration required: https://tinyurl.com/psalms2024

phenomenon of the mourner comforting the 
visitors.  At the same time, Racheli had chosen 
to receive us in the context of nihum avelim, 
comforting the bereaved.  We were Jews performing 
a mitzvah, and I assume that she found it beneficial 
to accept our comfort and share her grief with us.

Since October 7, there are many newly bereaved 
Israeli families.  There are also scores of injured 
in rehabilitation centers, including soldiers who 
want to return to the front lines.  Israeli lives 
have changed as the credibility of Israel’s military 
deterrence is called into question.  The covenant 
between the government and its people, founded 
on protecting its citizens, has been shattered.  The 
extraordinary unity of wartime has replaced (or 
suspended) the deep divisions surrounding the 
proposed judicial reform.

So much is happening.  It’s time for a Shirat 
Hayam congregational trip to Israel.  It’s time 
not only for us to show solidarity with Israel and 
to better understand this watershed moment in 
Israel’s history, but also for us to be inspired by the 
Israel that transcends the current moment – the 
archeology, the history, the modern miracles, the 
contemporary culture, and the people.

I dreamed of congregational trip to Israel as 
a response to the May 2021 Israel-Hamas war.  
However, COVID made planning a trip impossible.  
Now that we’ve moved to the endemic phase of 
COVID with many congregants traveling again, 
I’m committed to a congregational Israel trip in late 
March 2025.

Will you join me?  Please let me know your 
interest by completing this survey,  
http://tinyurl.com/cshisrael2025

Am Yisrael chai, Rabbi Michael

https://bit.ly/stories5784


Israel stands as a beacon of resilience, embodying 
a profound intersection of tradition and 
contemporary dynamism. From the ancient stones 
of Jerusalem to the bustling streets of Tel Aviv, 
Israel’s landscape is imbued with a rich tapestry 
of history, culture, and faith. It is a nation that 
commands our admiration and respect, serving 
as a testament to the enduring spirit of the Jewish 
people.

 At Congregation Shirat Hayam, our connection to Israel is not merely 
geographical; it is spiritual and profound. Through our observances, 
prayers, and communal gatherings, we reaffirm our bond with the land and 
its people, standing in solidarity with our brethren across the globe. Our 
commitment to Israel’s welfare and prosperity is unwavering, rooted in a 
deep-seated reverence for our shared heritage.

 In these tumultuous times, we remain steadfast in our support of Israel’s 
pursuit of peace and security. We recognize the complexities and challenges 
inherent in this noble endeavor, yet we remain resolute in our conviction 
that a peaceful resolution is attainable. Let us lend our voices to the chorus 
advocating for dialogue, understanding, and reconciliation in the region.

 As members of the Shirat Hayam community, let us recommit ourselves 
to strengthening our bond with Israel. Let us amplify our voices in support 
of Israel’s rightful place among the family of nations. As we look ahead, let us 
reaffirm our dedication to nurturing a strong and enduring relationship with 
Israel, and supporting its quest for peace. 

— Joseph Simons

Calendar
Continued from page 1
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MONDAY, MARCH 18
7:30 pm Becky’s Book Club 
meets on Zoom, go to https://
shirathayam.org/book-club/

MONDAY, MARCH 18-FRIDAY, 
MARCH 22
Delivery of Mishloach Manot Bags 
to CSH member homes

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
10:30 am Cantor Sarah joins JBaby 
Play Group at JCCNS for Purim 
celebration. Open to all. Go to 
JCCNS.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 22
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23
Shabbat Synaplex 
5:30 pm Barbie Purim Shpiel and 
Dance Party (see pg. ____)

SUNDAY, MARCH 24
9:00 am Purim Service at Temple 
Sinai

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27
10:00 am & 7:30 pm The Book of 
Psalms with Rabbi Michael, final 
session. 10 am in-person and 7:30 
pm via Zoom only. (See pg. 2)

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

SATURDAY, MARCH 30 
Shabbat Synaplex (No CJE) 

Life of the CongregationLife of the Congregation

At the age of 16, I traveled to Israel on a trip called 
the March of the Living. Based on educating teens 
about the Holocaust alongside Holocaust survivors, 
the March was a year long experience, beginning with 
education in our home towns and culminating in a trip 
to Poland and then Israel. Visiting Israel was astonishing 
and beautiful, but was made remarkably more so by the 
contrast of having just visited concentration camps in 
Poland. 

There are two songs I learned on that trip—songs 
that I believe can bring us comfort right now when we are feeling pain as a people. 

The first is Eili, Eili, with words by Hannah Senesh, a poet who was killed in World 
War II. The imagery of the sea and water really speak to me especially being at Shirat 
Hayam (meaning Song at the Sea) , and just steps from the ocean.  Here are the words 
in English: Oh God, my God, I pray that these things never end: The sand and the sea, 
The rush of the water, The crash of the heavens, The prayer of the heart.

The second song is Gesher Tzar M’Od, with words by Rabbi Nachman of Breslov, 
in English meaning: All the world is a very narrow bridge, and the most important thing 
is not to be overwhelmed by fear.

To me, these songs together cover so 
many emotions we are feeling right now. 
Fear, narrowness, uncertainty, and more 
plague us daily. Yet we can turn to prayer,  
to the water, to song, and remember that 
these can all be a bridge for us to feeling 
more hope and eventually more peace. 

                                         —Cantor Sarah

Cantor’s News 
My musical connection with Israel 

Message from the President

Go to http://shirathayam.org/shabbat or website calendar for weekly schedule. 

9:00 AM 	� Renewal with clergy and guest musician; Traditional 
Shacharit; Center for Jewish Education; Babysitting (for 
children 3 months to 3 years); Boker Tov Cafe

10:00 AM 	 Torah Service; Nosh & Drash; Torah Yoga
11:15 AM 	 Mourner’s Kaddish, Healing and Rabbi’s Talk
11:45 AM 	 Closing Blessings and Ruach Rally followed by Shabbat  
	 Café for all

UPCOMING NOSH & DR ASH 
(link to Nosh & Drash page for more info https://shirathayam.org/nosh-drash/ 

March 2 	� CSH congregant and author, Barbara Vinick discusses her 
new book, 100 Jewish Brides: Stories from Around the 
World (See pg. 4)

March 9	 L’dor V’dor: Taking our community and creating a family  (pg. 4)
March 16	 North Shore Hevra Kaddisha (See pg. 4)
March 23	 Naomi Gurt Lind
March 30	 Naom Sender

UPCOMING TOR AH YOGA  
(visit https://shirathayam.org/torahyoga/  for more info) 
March 2, March 9, March 16 and March 30 

BABYSIT TING (for children ages 3 mos up to 4 years old) 
March 2, March 9, March 16 and March 23

UPCOMING RENE WAL MUSICIANS TO ACCOMPANY OUR 
CLERGY  (visit https://shirathayam.org/renewal/ for more info) 

March 2	 Jeremiah Klarman
March 9 	 Lautaro Mantilla
March 16	 Lautaro Mantilla and Greg Coles
March 23	 David Sparr
March 30	 Noam Sender and Jeremiah Klarman

See our website calendar (https://shirathayam.shulcloud.com/calendar) 
for updates and more details. 

Shabbat Synaplex (subject to change)

Please Join Cantor Sarah  
on March 20th for Purim!



important to stand together.
When asked what might come next, Steve observed that 

repairing the social contract is imperative. “Hamas is already 
defeated in a number of ways. However, it will take a long time to 
identify and destroy 500 miles of tunnels. The priority needs to be 
the return of the hostages. Then the healing can begin.”

Rabbi Michael and Steve Rosenberg ended with the reminder 
that even in the worst moments, the darkest circumstances, it is 
important to get everything that you can out of life. Do not shy 
away from celebrating the good. In fact, turn towards the joy, and 
celebrate for those who can not. Just hope. Volunteer. Send money. 
Visit. It is not easy to see the atrocities that have been committed; 
it is difficult to view close up what man can do to others. It is 
important to respond with light. And so we ended the evening 
with songs at the sea, with Shirat Hayam. Led by Rabbi Idan 
Irelander, we listened to  the words of Bring Him Home from Les 
Misérables with new poignancy, and stood and sang Hatikvah, 
together. Am Yisrael Chai.
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Life of the Congregation

Israel Update
Continued from page 1

Rabbi Idan Irelander sings Bring Him Home

Monetary gift donations  
as well as gift cards to Stop & Shop or other markets  

in this area are always appreciated. 

Drop off Tuesday-Saturday to the box in the CSH lobby. 
Deadline is March 20. Other foods welcome year-round.

Visit shirathayam.org/social-club for a complete list.  
Volunteers for JF&CS are desperately needed to  

deliver monthly or when you can.  

Go to jfcsboston.org/familytable  
for more information.

CSH will collect  
potato pancake mix and 

matzah ball soup mix for the 
JF&CS March 24 distribution. 

L’dor V’dor: 

Saturday, March 9, 2024 
10:00 am 
Join CSH Executive Director Deborah Schutzman  
and veteran educator Andy Allen as they discuss  
fostering multigenerational relationships  
from Kehillah to Mishpacha. 

Join us in-person or online via “Shabbat in the Chapel.”

Taking our community  
and creating a family

Nosh & DrashUnderstanding the  
Hevra Kadisha and Tahara

Saturday, March 16, 2024 
10:00 am 
A Hevra Kadisha is a Jewish burial society that  
performs Tahara which is the spiritual ritual to honor  
and preserve dignity for the dead in accordance  
with Jewish law and tradition.

Join us in person or using the online Chapel link

We are a nondenominational, inclusive organization of volunteers, 
synagogues and institutions committed to making the Hevra  
Kadisha rituals available to the entire Jewish community. 

To learn more, head to https://northshorehk.org

Honoring Death in Life 
with Michelle Newman and Linda Goodspeed 
co-founders of the Community Hevra Kadisha 
North Shore Boston



From the desk of Janis Knight,  
Director of CJE

Last month, with the support 
of Jewish Teen Initiative and a 
substantial grant from CJP, I was one 
of two chaperones for a teen social 
justice seminar in Washington DC. 
The L’Taken Social Justice Seminar 
is offered by the Religious Action 
Center (RAC) of Reform Judaism 
approximately 4 times a year to Jewish 
high school teens from around the 
country. Its goal is to teach teens the 
legislative process in Congress and 
to help them develop the skills they 
need to advocate and lobby on behalf 
of social justice issues that matter to 
them.  They learn about the direct 
links between their Jewish values and 
how Torah can inform direct political 
action.

Rabbi Allison Peiser of Temple 
Emanu-El and I flew to DC for an 
intensive weekend with 15 North 
Shore Jewish teens.  We began with 
Shabbat dinner with 450 Jewish teens 
from America and dove in to prayer 
and learning. The students were 
especially touched by the personal 
story of John, a Homeless Advocate 
who had himself become homeless 
after losing a programming job and a 
housefire.  They played a simulation 
game on Economic Justice that 
night, learning about the challenges 
and inequities inherent in affording 
healthy food for a family that might 
be coping with disabilities, language 
barriers or extreme poverty.

A key part of the seminar is a 
huge simulation game played after 
Shabbat morning services called Kesef, 
Koach, and Politika. (Money, Power & 
Political System).  Students split into 
two teams to try to try to influence the 
votes of three senators on the issue of 
Paid Family Leave. Teams fundraised, 
created political ads, demonstrated, 
made senate office visits, called, and 
did their best to get each senator to 
vote their way. The votes, dollars 
donated, and the senators’ own 
reasoning for their vote were shared 
at the end. It was a stark lesson in how 
money influences our political system, 
especially after the passage of Citizens 
United. However, it also highlighted 
the areas in which individuals and 

organized groups of citizens can affect 
our legislative process.

On both Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons, the students got some 
free time in Washington and we 
did some sightseeing, including 
visits to the MLK Memorial, the 
US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
and the Smithsonian Air & Space 
Museum. There was time for dinner 
and shopping in Georgetown and on 
Pentagon Row. They even went ice-
skating!

Perhaps the most meaningful 
moment was gathering together for 
Havdalah on the steps of the Jefferson 
Memorial. 450 young faces, each lit by 
a candle, singing and praying in public 
while overlooking the Washington 
Monument, looking down toward 
the Lincoln Memorial. It was a perfect 
moment of religious and civic joy, 
right there in the Capital.

Sunday evening saw the students 
in small teams, writing lobbying 
speeches on issues that mattered to 
them – mental health, immigration 
policy, trans people’s rights, climate 
justice, and Israel. (Apparently there 
was also a football game or something 
happening, too.)

On Monday morning, brushed and 
scrubbed and professionally dressed, 
we went up to Capitol Hill.  As part of 
the Massachusetts delegation, about 65 
strong, 4 of our students presented to 
aides for Senators Markey and Warren 
in the actual lobby of the Hart Senate 
Building. After lunch, the rest of our 
group presented their lobby speeches 
to Congressman Moulton’s Legislative 
Director. He listened carefully, noted 
down the bill numbers, explained 
the congressman’s position on each 
issue and delighted the students 
with his correct pronunciation of 
“Swampscott.” It was very powerful to 
sit in Rep. Moulton’s very office and 
discuss rights for trans people, to talk 
about our concerns for climate change 
and the communities it will impact, 
to urge continued support for Israel in 
this time of crisis.

Throughout the weekend, we 
learned to sing “I Have a Voice” by 
Elana Arian. Her lyrics informed 
everything we did that weekend. 
(Check it out on YouTube.)

I have a voice
My voice is powerful
My voice can change the world.
Sitting on the leather couches 

in Congressman Moulton’s office, 
we really did feel like our collective 
and individual voices could make a 
difference.

I am so grateful to CJP for giving 
our teens this opportunity and can’t 
wait to go back again with a new 
group of about-to-be-informed pre-
voters.

Life of the Congregation

CJE News Becky’s Book Club
Date: Monday, March 18, 7:30 pm  
The group will discuss These 
Precious Days by Ann Patchett 

At the center 
of These Precious 
Days is the title 
essay, a surprising 
and moving 
meditation on 
an unexpected 
friendship that 
explores “what it 

means to be seen, to find someone with 
whom you can be your best and most 
complete self.” When Patchett chose 
an early galley of actor and producer 
Tom Hanks’ short story collection to 
read one night before bed, she had 
no idea that this single choice would 
be life changing. It would introduce 
her to a remarkable woman—Tom’s 
brilliant assistant Sooki—with whom 
she would form a profound bond that 
held monumental consequences for 
them both.  Zoom link is available at 
shirathayam.org. Go to the Get Involved 
tab, click Affinity Groups, and then click 
Becky’s Book Club.

Our Trip to Washington
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Book Club
1/27, 3/2, 4/27

12:00 – 12:30 p.m.

11:15 am  Shabbat Sing with Cantor Sarah for families* 
with children up to 7 years of age 

12:00 pm  All are invited for our Shabbat Café 
(Kiddush lunch)

March 9

For families with children 0-7 
(& siblings/grandparents)

*Open to the community!

Shabbat Sing!
Cantor Sarah invites Young Families to a

April 13
June 8

Save the dates!

March 2 & April 27



BRODY MINYAN FUND

Get well wishes for Moshe Roditi  
In memory of Virginia Silva 
	� from Natalie White

In celebration of Joan and Murry 
Rich’s special anniversary  
In memory of Maurice Levin, 
father of Diane Levin  
In memory of Jacob Segal 
	� from Doris Villa

In memory of Zvi Galani, 
brother-in-law of Joan and  
Murry Rich 
	� from Herb Goldberg

In memory of Marjorie Zoll 
	� from Ann Segal; Madeline 

Stark

In memory of

Mother, Belle Rosenkranz  
	� from Alice Leidner

Father, Samuel Brooks  
	� from Andrea Kline

Mother, Anna Titchell Gilman  
	� from Arlene Leventhal

Mother, Tillie Handis  
	� from Bernard Handis

Father, Melvin Polsky  
	� from Bernice Mitchell

Mother, Sarah Brenner  
	� from Beverly Shapiro

Mother, Florence Lewis  
Uncle, Albert Lewis  
	� from Constance Lewis

Father, Arthur Itzkowitz  
	� from Doreen Godes

Mother, Esther Talkov  
	� from Eli Talkov

Mother, Shirley Goldberg  
	� from Herb Goldberg

Father, Samuel Tishler  
	� from Jackie Rosenfield

Mother, Minnie Axelrod  
	� from Judy Arnold

Grandfather, Joseph Kalman 
Feffer  
	� from Lawrence Feffer

Grandmother, Emma Stark  
	� from Madeline Stark

Grandfather, Jacob Pearl  
	� from Maurice Greenbaum

Grandmother, Anna Perlman  
	� from Murray Goodman

Grandfather, Harry Berman  
Friend, Rebecca Shepard  
	� from Natalie White and 

Family

Brother, Murray Weinstein  
	� from Reva Surette

Mother, Sarah Denbo  
	� from Samuel Denbo

Mother, Elaine Garron  
Father, Frank Garron  
	 from Sondra Kupersmith

CANTOR’S 
DISCRETIONARY 
FUND

In memory of Marjorie 
Dos Santos, mother of Deb 
Schutzman 
In memory of Jacob Segal  
In memory of Marsha Kamins, 
sister of Carol Goldenberg 
	� from Leslie and Bob Ogan

In memory of

Father, Donald Blanchard  
	� from Lynn Blanchard-Caesar

Father, Charles Sagan  
	� from Scott Sagan

Mother, Wilma Alexander  
	� from Susan Willis 

CENTER FOR JEWISH 
EDUCATION

In honor of the adoption of Harry 
Avraham Vilenchik, son of Ellen 
and Yehiel Vilenchik.   
	� from Diana Caplan

In memory of

Grandmother, Ann Slater 
Grandmother, Hannah Kolbin  
	� from Michael Slater

GENERAL FUND

In appreciation of Rabbi Michael 
and Cantor Sarah  
	� from Michele and David 

Tamaren

In memory of Jacob Segal 
	� from Beth and Marc Andler

In memory of Sandra Gold Shalit 
	� from Beth and Marc Andler; 

Thomas Curtin

In memory of

Father, Leo Cohen  
	� from Barry Cohen

Sister, Robyn Goldstein  
	� from Caryn Cohen

Father Louis Fuchs  
Father, Harry Soltz 
	� from Roberta and Robert 

Soltz

Grandmother, Sadie Stockman  
	� from Phyllis Kaplan

KIDDUSH FUND

Get well wishes for Moshe Roditi  
	� from Diane and Ed Knopf

In honor of the birth of Kai 
Roseman Tingle, grandson of 
Shelley Sackett  
	� from Lois and Bobby Kaplan

In memory of Jacob Segal 
	� from Judy and Mark Arnold; 

Charlotte Fine; Lois and 
Bobby Kaplan

In memory of Mel Stairman, 
husband of Judy Stairman 
	� from Phyllis Sagan

In memory of

Aunt, Betty Levine  
	� from Alvah Parker

Grandfather, Israel Babbitt  
	� from Ann Pendexter

Brother, Mathew Dastis  
	� from Arlene Mann

Brother, Michael Turkanis  
	� from Barry Turkanis

Mother, Ida Gold  
	� from Beverly Nathan

Father, William Cohen  
Sister, Miriam Cohen Lehman  
	� from Bunny Gorfinkle

Mother, Laura Bendetson  
	� from Carol Shube

Sister, Anne Nigrosh  
Father, Hyman Addis  
	� from David Addis

Grandmother, Sylvia Kramer  
	� from Deborah McWade

Mother, Mollie Goldberg  
	� from Dr. Howard Goldberg 

Stepfather, Benjamin Pike  
	� from Ellen and Richard 

Alexander

Parents, Chana and Beno Dodyk  
All my relatives  
	� from Elizabeth Dodyk

Mother, Elsa Cohen  
Father, Harold Cohen  
	� from Ellen Turkanis

Mother, Sylvia Elowitch  
	� from George Shube

Husband, Sidney Levine  
Mother-in-law, Elizabeth Levine  
Brother-in-law, Bernard Moller  
Friend, Sumner Kessler  
	� from Janice Levine

Grandmother, Elaine Simons  
	� from Joe Simons

Father, Louis Hotz  
	� from Joyce Rosenthal

Mother, Marion Feldman  
	� from Judith Feldman

Father, Irving Feldman  
	� from Judith Feldman

Mother-in-law, Ruth Evelyn 
White  
	� from Judy White

Mother, Lillian Woldman  
	� from Karen Sorkin

Grandfather, Hyman Berman  
	� from Marilyn Cramer and 

Cheryl Schwartz

Husband, Joseph Bean  
	� from Marjorie Bean

Mother, Shirley Harsip  
	� from Michael Harsip

Father, Sigmund Knopf  
	� from Edward Knopf

Mother-in-law, Freida Caplan  
	� from Diana Caplan

Mother, Frances Dillon  
	� from Nonnie Rubin

Mother, Sura Rozenblum  
	� from Perlina Levitin

Mother, Ida Gruzen  
	� from Phyllis Kaplan

Father, Lawrence Mann  
Mother, Celia Mann  
	� from Richard Mann

Grandmother, Anna Needle  
Aunt, Matilda Skolnick  
	� from Rosalyn Shapiro

 

Mother, Ida Kagan  
	� from Spencer Kagan 

RABBI’S 
DISCRETIONARY 
FUND

In appreciation of Rabbi Michael, 
the aliyah and blessing before 
leaving for Florida  
	� from Rebecca and Alvin 

Rosen

The wonderful Zoom baby 
naming of my grandson, Kai 
Roseman Tingle  
	� from Shelley Sackett

In memory of

Husband, Charles Pendexter  
	� from Ann Pendexter

Father, Israel Arnold  
	� from Judy and Mark Arnold

Father, Leo Rotman  
Mother, Ruth Rotman  
	� from Leonard Rotman

Father, Leo Cohen  
	� from Michael Cohen

Wife, Sandra L Holmes  
	� from Richard Holmes

Mother, Miriam Caesar  
	� from Richard Caesar

Brother, Alan Cashman  
	� from Robert Cashman

Father, Leonard Lieberson  
	� from Robert Lieberson

Father, George Linsky  
	� from Stephanie Katz

Mother, Sally Tattlebaum  
	� from Toby Sloane

RITUAL FUND

In memory of

Grandmother, Sadie Epstein  
Mother, Rosalind Kauder  
Father, Saul Kauder  
	� from Bonnie Kauder

Father, Lawrence Abrams  
	� from Howard Abrams

Brother-in-law, George Linsky,  
	� from Donna Revman

Mother, Roberta Kline  
Grandmother, Ida Razin  
	� from Susan Kline

Nephew, Jonathan Ogan  
Mother, Judith Ogan  
	� from Robert Ogan

Donations
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Our deepest condolences to 
those who have passed away.

Condolences

Relatives of Members:

Zvi Galani
January 13, 2024
Brother-in-law of Joan 
and Murry Rich

Bernard “Bud” Schultz
January 30, 2024
Father of Eugene Schultz

January 1 – January 31, 2024



SECURITY COSTS 

In memory of Sandra 
Kaplan Gold Shalit  
	� from Karen and David 

Rosenberg 

SHIR CHESED 
FUND

In appreciation of Shir 
Chesed and all that they do 
to uplift the spirit and bring 
light to the community 
	� from Ruthann Cohn; 

Judy Kushner-DeGroot 
and Al DeGroot; Jan 
Gattoni; Herb Goldberg

In celebration of Jerry 
Kreitzer’s special birthday  
In celebration of Moshe 
Roditi’s special birthday  
	� from Debby Cherry

In honor of the marriage 
of Debby Cherry to Simon 
Waruhiu Mwangi  
	� from Karen and Jerry 

Madorsky

In honor of Moshe Roditi’s 
special birthday  
	� from Karen and Mark 

Meyer and Family

In honor of the birth of Kai 
Roseman Tingle, grandson 
of Shelley Sackett 
	� from Lois Ogan

In memory of Maurice 
Levin, father of Diane Levin 
	� from Bette and Dan 

Shoreman

In memory of

Mother, Rose Alfond  
	� from Bette Shoreman

Father, David Goldberg  
	� from Karen Meyer

Friend, Beverly Richmond  
	� from Lois Ogan

Mother, Minnie Gilefsky  
	� from Ronald Gilefsky

Husband and father, Stephen 
Simmons  
	� from Judi Simmons and 

Jill Simmons-Wetmore

Mother, Margery Schwartz  
	� from Sheila Rich

TORAH FUND

In memory of

Brother, Sumner Germain  
Grandmother, Malia Osattin  
	� from Marion Garfinkel 

and Family 

TZEDEK LAKOL - 
RACIAL JUSTICE 
INITIATIVE

In celebration of Barbara 
Sidman’s special birthday  
	� from Susan and Larry 

Goldberg; Ellen, Hilik 
and Harry Vilenchik

In memory of

Father, Harry Kreitzer  
	� from Jerome Kreitzer 
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DonationsReceived November 1 – December 31, 2019

Interview
Continued from page 8

Nova Festival, we saw the beautiful smiling faces of 350 people brutally 
slaughtered by Hamas terrorists on October 7th on wooden posts. Now 
they stand on display at a small makeshift memorial to the victims. It was 
emotionally devastating. 

What is your “Sense of Purpose” that you returned with after this 
experience?

Regarding the theme of bearing witness, it’s extremely important to 
explain and demonstrate through testimony and pictures the horrific 
nature of what transpired on October 7, and to explain to those open 
to truly understanding the rationale and imperative of Israel’s response 
since that dark day. Most Americans, and I daresay perhaps most Jews, do 
not know the explicit threat Hamas represents since it took over control 
of Gaza in 2007. The uninformed may not know Israel pulled out of 
Gaza fully in 2005. They do not know Hamas calls for the murder of all 
Israelis and Jews in their Charter with a goal of creating a worldwide 
caliphate. They do not know the blockade or “open air prison” some 
defenders of Hamas erroneously claim exists since their takeover has 
enabled the building of a sophisticated underground tunnel system 
that stretches for untold miles under Gaza. They do not know Hamas 
never talks about a two-state solution, and will never accept a two-state 
solution. The dearth of information and lack of moral clarity expressed by 
critics is simply horrifying. I/we need to speak up and tell the truth about 
what Israel is fighting for and why Israelis feel they need to eradicate 
the evil butchers of Hamas who raped, murdered, and kidnapped 
men, women and children, and have said openly, they will repeat the 
atrocities of October 7th over and over again if given the opportunity.

In your words, how can CSH and the Jewish community help to 
further solidarity?

I have not yet touched on the families of the hostages, but we also 
heard from the leader of the Mizrachi World Union who discussed 
his son in captivity and the wedding of his other son currently in the 
military who was married while on leave. His testimony, along with 
that of the mother of two sons who were slain in prior wars, was awe-
inspiring and powerful beyond words. In fact, the mother was our last 
speaker of trip and her words brought tears to my eyes. In that very 
moment I was compelled to text my family and tell them how much I 
loved them right then and there.

 Collectively we have a duty to help educate as many people as possible 
to what happened and we must arm ourselves with knowledge of Israel’s 
history and the reality of the current situation. I believe it is not that 
complicated, rather it is sad and tragic for people on both sides. Looking 
at the lush fields cultivated by Israeli pioneers from desert land on the 
Israeli side of the Gaza border, I am struck by overwhelming sadness 
and believe that it doesn’t have to be this way. Incredibly, Israelis we 
heard from talked about hope for the future. I too have that same hope, 
despite what I witnessed, and believe that people of good will can achieve 
peace.

We in our community need to fortify ourselves, strengthen 
our own identity as proud Jews, and hopefully exhibit even 
a modicum of the resilience and courage that Israelis exhibit in our own 
battle against antisemitism and Jew hatred in this county. We need to 
encourage and seek Jewish unity and partnership in words and deeds 
as we chart local responses to our communal challenges. The Aish 
Hatorah Rabbis that I learn from have taught me to err on the side of 
merit, to seek common ground, and to recognize, with an open mind and 
heart, the perspective of others. May it be so for all of us in the difficult 
days ahead. Am Yisrael Chai.

$200
FINANCIAL

ASSISTANCE
AVAILABLE

Reserve your spot now at bit.ly/hebrewcollegecourse2024

How does a democratic society evolve into a dictatorship? What are the choices individuals make that
enable this to happen? How does a thriving and socially integrated Jewish community become the target
of vicious antisemitism, lulled into a fall sense of security that “it could never happen here?” In this
course we will explore how it was possible that people who were thought to be the moral barometers of
society, e.g. doctors, lawyers, and judges became enablers and participants in dictatorship and
genocide? Just how did the Nazis build such a large and devoted following, and how was propaganda
used to create allegiance and promote hatred?
The factors of politics and of human behavior that allowed Germany to transform itself from a
democracy into a dictatorship will be examined. By looking at decisions people made during the rise and
the subsequent takeover of power by the Nazis, we will explore this period of history and how the
responsibility for sustaining a democracy and standing up against hate belongs to both its leaders and
citizens. How can we work to prevent something like this from occurring again, and not succumb to the
belief that “it could never happen here?”

OPEN CIRCLE JEWISH LEARNING  

7:30-9:00 P.M. EASTERN TIME ON ZOOM TIME

TUESDAYS APRIL 2, 9, 30; MAY 7, 14, 28; JUNE 4, 18, 2024

ONLINE VIA ZOOMLOCATION

JAN DARSAINSTRUCTOR

HEBREW COLLEGE OPEN CIRCLE JEWISH LEARNING: SOCIAL ACTIONPROGRAM

THE FRAGILITY OF DEMOCRACY:

Hebrew College Open Circle Jewish Learning classes are for
learners of all backgrounds.

For more information contact Ahava Rosenthal arosenthal@hebrewcollege.edu

THIS PROGRAM IS FOLLOW UP TO 
JAN DARSA’S TZEDEK LAKOL NOSH & DRASH ON
DECEMBER 16, 2023.

THE RISE OF NAZISM 
AND ITS LESSONS FOR 
TODAY’S JEWISH COMMUNITY

$200
FINANCIAL

ASSISTANCE
AVAILABLE

Reserve your spot now at bit.ly/hebrewcollegecourse2024

How does a democratic society evolve into a dictatorship? What are the choices individuals make that
enable this to happen? How does a thriving and socially integrated Jewish community become the target
of vicious antisemitism, lulled into a fall sense of security that “it could never happen here?” In this
course we will explore how it was possible that people who were thought to be the moral barometers of
society, e.g. doctors, lawyers, and judges became enablers and participants in dictatorship and
genocide? Just how did the Nazis build such a large and devoted following, and how was propaganda
used to create allegiance and promote hatred?
The factors of politics and of human behavior that allowed Germany to transform itself from a
democracy into a dictatorship will be examined. By looking at decisions people made during the rise and
the subsequent takeover of power by the Nazis, we will explore this period of history and how the
responsibility for sustaining a democracy and standing up against hate belongs to both its leaders and
citizens. How can we work to prevent something like this from occurring again, and not succumb to the
belief that “it could never happen here?”

OPEN CIRCLE JEWISH LEARNING  

7:30-9:00 P.M. EASTERN TIME ON ZOOM TIME

TUESDAYS APRIL 2, 9, 30; MAY 7, 14, 28; JUNE 4, 18, 2024

ONLINE VIA ZOOMLOCATION

JAN DARSAINSTRUCTOR

HEBREW COLLEGE OPEN CIRCLE JEWISH LEARNING: SOCIAL ACTIONPROGRAM

THE FRAGILITY OF DEMOCRACY:

Hebrew College Open Circle Jewish Learning classes are for
learners of all backgrounds.

For more information contact Ahava Rosenthal arosenthal@hebrewcollege.edu

THIS PROGRAM IS FOLLOW UP TO 
JAN DARSA’S TZEDEK LAKOL NOSH & DRASH ON
DECEMBER 16, 2023.

THE RISE OF NAZISM 
AND ITS LESSONS FOR 
TODAY’S JEWISH COMMUNITY



The Interview
Periodical

Postage

PAID
USPS 075-400

at Lynn, MA

Every issue, The New Wave 
spotlights congregants to help us get 
to know each other better.  In this 
issue we are pleased to introduce 
Marty Schneer who went to Israel 
on a Solidarity Trip in January 
2024 with a delegation of 40 leaders 
and executives sent by the JCC 
Association of North America.

Where did you grow up and what 
role did Judaism and synagogue 
play in your life?  Tell us a little 
about yourself and your family.. 

I grew up in Brooklyn, NY, in 
a secular home, had a traditional 
Bar Mitzvah, went to Hebrew 
School at an Orthodox synagogue 
and consider myself a proud New 
Yorker.  During our first session in 
Israel in January, we met with former 
Prime Minister of Israel, Naftali 
Bennet. I asked a question, and 
after answering, he said,  “I can tell 
from your accent that you are from 
Boston.” I corrected him, saying “I 
am, in fact, from Brooklyn!” That 
tells a little about my personality… 
I felt comfortable enough to correct 
the former PM!

 My parents were second 
generation Americans, committed 
Zionists, and proud Jews. They spoke 
Yiddish fluently but didn’t feel my 
sister and I needed to be fluent in 
the mamaloshen and wanted us to 

look forward and not back.
My religious/spiritual reawakening 

occurred in my 20’s working at a 
Passover retreat for older adults. At 
the Seder, with a large Orthodox 
family, I was so moved by how the 
family members respected and fully 
interacted, that I decided right then 
to reconsider my attitude about the 
relevance, uniqueness, and value 
of my own faith. This led me to be 
open with two Aish Hatorah Rabbis 
through my work at a JCC 
outside Philadelphia. They had the 
most impact on my Jewish journey 
and instilled in me a true love of 
Torah and Jewish thought. 

I’ve been married 45 years to 
Shelley, currently a nurse at Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare.  Our oldest daughter, 
Rachel, is a VP at a social media 
marketing company and our younger 
daughter, Erica, is a pre-school 
teacher at the JCCNS. She married a 
nice Jewish boy a year ago, and we’re 
thrilled to welcome Jake into our 
family. They’re all a huge source of 
pride and nachas.

How did you decide to take the 
position of Executive Director with 
the JCC of the North Shore?

 I left my position as Executive 
Director of the Boca Raton JCC and 
worked at Jewish Family Services 
in West Palm Beach while trying 

to start a fundraising 
consulting business 
with a friend. We were 
“undercapitalized”, 
so when my partner 
took another job, I 
was open to seeking a 
new opportunity. The 
National Association of 
JCCs, JCCA, reached 
out about an opening in 
Marblehead. At the end 
of 2012 the JCC was in 
a precarious situation. 
My wife stayed in Florida 
until I could help turn 
the situation around and the North 
Shore would offer an opportunity 
for her in the nursing profession 
so this could be a community 
we might both embrace. It all worked 
out and here we are over 11 years 
later. 

Share with us the most meaningful 
experiences you had in Israel on 
the Solidarity Trip. 

 I would say the organizers of the 
trip from JCCA did an amazing 
job arranging four incredibly 
impactful days with quality 
speakers and powerful, meaningful 
experiences.

The trip was intended to show 
solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters in Israel who, while putting 
their lives on the line in defense of 
our Jewish Homeland, were being 
attacked, even before they retaliated 
militarily by the press in the streets 
of major cities and by various 

governments around the world.  
Beyond showing solidarity to a 

Jewish nation that feels alone and 
isolated and is currently devoid 
of tourists and visitors, we felt the 
imperative to “bear witness.” On 
our visit to Kibbutz Nir Oz, which 
sits on the Gaza border, we saw 
dozens of burned-out homes.  Our 
guide, whose family helped establish 
the kibbutz in 1955, recounted the 
former residents of each home, 
how they died (51 murdered), who 
was kidnapped and how some 
managed to survive. Parenthetically, 
these residents were some of the 
most left-winged Israelis, not unlike 
those killed at the Nova dance 
festival, who fervently hoped for 
peace with their neighbors and were 
known to accompany Gazans to 
Israeli hospitals to receive the most 
advanced medical care.  

 At the bucolic site of the 
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Marty Schneer

Congregational Spotlight

Meet Marty Schneer, Executive Director of 
the JCC of the North Shore
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