SONG at the SEA

New Members, Family Legacies

By Amy Powell

When Deborah Berman was ready to join
a synagogue, she didn’t need to do a

whole lot of shopping. As a fourth generation
congregant, whose great-grandparents were co-
founders of Temple Beth El when it was in Lynn,
Berman felt fairly certain that Congregation
Shirat Hayam was the place for her and her
young family.

And, she has no regrets. Her daughter Sarah,
8, recently said, “Mommy, I have to confess
something. I love Hebrew School” For Berman,
today’s religious school is a far cry from “writing
aleph 40,000 times,” or religious school as she
remembers it.

Mark Schwartz with his partner, Hallie, and
their daughter, Aria.

“I'm so heartened to see how the school is run
now and how they cultivate a love of Judaism,”
Berman said.

Her words resonate with other new members
of Congregation Shirat Hayam, many who have
along history with either Temple Beth El or
Temple Israel, the congregations that merged
to create Shirat Hayam. They cite family ties,
voluntary dues, and a sense of home and history
for bringing them back to the community of
their youth.

“It feels like home because I grew up here,”
said Mark Schwartz, who grew up in Temple
Israel. “There is nostalgia here. I really like
coming on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
and seeing friends, and the same faces I have
known and seen for 40 years. That is the part
that makes me feel like part of the community,”
he added.

Many of the new congregants lived in other
areas before moving back to raise their young
families. Allison Gay and her husband, Guy
Lemberg, who is from Sydney, Australia, lived in
Australia and California before returning to the
area. They married in 2016 and decided to move
back when they were ready to start a family
“really to have the help of my parents,” Gay said.

At the time, they were both freelancing
and had the ability to live anywhere.
“Because my whole family is there (Shirat
Hayam) and Rabbi Michael married us
in 2016, it’s been such a good experience,”
she added. For Guy Lemberg, “It was a no
brainer that we were going to join. It's where
we have parents, aunts, uncles, and cousins.”

Gay and Lemberg recently participated in
several family events including Mama Mia
Purim, Tashlich, Friday night services at the
JCC pool, Shabbat sing-along for kids and
other things. “It’s awesome to see the kids
with other kids, especially since COVID. We
are always looking to meet other couples
who have kids the same age as our kids. I know a
lot of people that I grew up with at these events
and it really gives us some community.”

Gay and Lemberg’s young boys, Ari, 3, and
Isaac, 1, were born during the COVID pandemic
so it is especially nice to see them playing with
other children, Gay said.

Schwartz echoes this sentiment. He and his
partner, Hallie, and daughter, Aria, 2, attended
the seder at Shirat Hayam and enjoyed watching
Aria play with the other kids. “She could walk
around and dance with the kids of my friends.

Continued on page 4
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Calendar
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For full Shabbat Synaplex lineup go
to https://shirathayam.org/shabbat/
or the website Calendar. Thursday
7:30 am minyan, Friday night and
Shabbat services are in-person

and online. Subject to change. Visit
www.shirathayam.org for all links
and updates.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3

10:00 am & 7:30 pm Adult Ed with
Rabbi Michael: Part 2 of The Book
of Kings-Righteousness, Betrayal,
and the Fate of Israel (go to https://
shirathayam.org/limmud-adult-
learning/) See pg. 2

FRIDAY, MAY 5
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat at CSH

SATURDAY, MAY 6
9:00 am Shabbat Synaplex with Bat
Mitzvah of Militza Diaz.

MONDAY, MAY 8

7:30 pm Becky’s Book Club
discusses Hidden Valley Road by
Robert Kolker, via Zoom. Go to
Pttrfs:ﬁ/shirathayam.org/book-club/
or link.

FRIDAY, MAY 12

4:30 pm Family Shabbat with
Cantor Sarah at JCCNS

6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat at CSH

SATURDAY, MAY 13
9:00 am Shabbat Synaplex with Bar
Mitzvah of Jacob Shoer

TUESDAY, MAY 16

4:00 pm Final Tuesday CJE class
(grades 2-7) with “Bear Mitzvah”
(Parents invited at 5 pm)

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17

10:00 am & 7:30 pm Adult Ed with
Rabbi Michael: Part 2 of The Book
of Kings-Righteousness, Betrayal,
and the Fate of Israel. (See pg. 2)

FRIDAY, MAY 19
6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat at CSH

Continued on page 3

NEW WAVE | Congregation Shirat Hayam | 781.599.8005 | www.shirathayam.org

| MAY 2023 | 1



Member Account Log-in

CSH members can log into their
own accounts to pay their bill, make
donations and update their information.
To access your account go to Member
Account Login to log in.

If you need assistance logging in,
please contact Cheryl Schwartz,
cheryl@shirathayam.org.

Friday Candle Lighting

Friday, May 5, 2023 - 7:30 pm
Friday, May 12, 2023 - 7:37 pm
Friday, May 19, 2023 - 7:45 pm

Thursday, May 25, 2023 - 7:50 pm
( Shavuot)
Friday, May 26, 2023 - 7:51 pm

Monday closed.
Tuesday-Thursday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am - 2200 pm
When the office is closed you may
email or call and leave a message.

CSH Staff Contacts

Phone: 781.599.8005

Rabbi Michael Ragozin, x14
rabbiragozin@shirathayam.org

Cantor Sarah Freudenberger, x12
cantorsarah@shirathayam.org

Deb Schutzman, x41
Executive Director
debschutzman@dschutzman.com

Janis Knight, x25
Director of CJE
janis@shirathayam.org

Andrea Bernard
Director of CEE
andrea@shirathayam.org
781-598-3311

Barri Stein, x11
Director of Events & Programs
barri@shirathayam.org

Patti Arundel, x22
Bookkeeper

Cheryl Schwartz, x10
Administrative Assistant
cheryl@shirathayam.org

Ruth Estrich
Board President
Leadership@shirathayam.org

Deborah Golub-Sass
Marketing Director

Nancy Marland Wolinski
Designer

RABBI'S CORNER

Tears may linger for a night,

But joy comes with the dawn.
—Psalm 30:5

When you love what you
do, it doesn’t feel like
work. Indeed, I love being
Shirat Hayam’s rabbi; it
doesn’t feel like work. Still,
occasionally I can feel
overwhelmed, owing to
the volume and magnitude
of all ’'m called to do.
That’s how I felt Friday, March 31. By
Wednesday morning (March 29) of that week,
Cantor Sarah and I had each committed to
a funeral on Friday. I had another funeral
scheduled for Monday, April 3, and had declined
a non-member funeral on March 28 due to a
prior commitment. Additionally, a congregant’s
mother had passed, and another rabbi would be
performing the service, also on Friday, March 31.
Then, we found out that Ralph Epstein z”1 had
passed, and the funeral
would be Friday, March

Hathaway, our business manager, in December
2021. Ireflected on our professional team: Barri
and Cheryl, Janis & Andrea, Patti & Eridania and
how every one of them has stepped up, like the
Cantor, over the past few years. We’ve all been
rushing, squeezing more out of each day, while
continuing to perform at a high level. I reflected
upon our board president, Ruth Estrich, the board,
and so many volunteers who’ve worked tirelessly
during this challenging time. I worried: if 'm ata
breaking point, how is everyone else holding up?

Tears may linger for a night, but joy comes with
the dawn (Psalm 30:5). Quickly, my thoughts
shifted to Deb Schutzman, our new Executive
Director, who begins April 10 (Note: this is
being written on April 7). Deb’s passion and
professionalism, wisdom and work ethic, expertise
and excellence, could not come at a better time.
Our team and congregation will benefit immensely
from an experienced leader like Deb.

As we move from the renewal of nature at
Passover to the fullness of spring’s bloom at
Shavuot, may we all feel a measure of rejuvenation
and look to the future with hope.

31 at 1:00 PM, the
same time as my other
funeral. Immediately,
Cantor Sarah, whose
funeral was at 10 AM
that day said, “It’s at 1
PM and he’s a member,
right? I'lldoit”

Never mind that she
had a prior funeral.
Never mind that she’s
seven months pregnant.
Cantor Sarah stood up
and through her actions
said, “T’ll be there for this
family. Shirat Hayam
will be there for them.”

For a moment, as I
drove home from my
funeral, the weight of
the day and the weight
of the week caught up
with me. It wasn’t just
the funerals. It was
how hard we’d been
working due to COVID
(it takes more effort to
stream everything) and
the departure of Anna
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2023 DATES
Part 2

The Book of Kings

Righteousness, and the Fate of Israel

i Led by Rabbi Michael Ragozin
Hosted by Shirat Hayam

B8 Dates: May 3, May 17, May 31, June 6/7°, June 21
10:00-11:30 AM in-person or 7:30-9:00 PM via Zoom

*Tuesday, June & at 7:30 PM or Wednesday, June 7 at 10:00 AM

Registration required: ©
https://bit.ly/kings5783
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Life of the Congre

CANTOR’S NEWS
Counting Jewishly

Counting is what comes
to mind at this time of
year. We are counting
the Omer as we head

to Shavuot. We just
sang Echad Mi Yodea at
our seder (my kids are
still singing it!) where
we name off in order
different numbers

of Jewish things in our lives. The 9 months of
pregnancy verse is especially a counting that I am

in the midst of right now! It makes me think of all
the things we count in Judaism, and the order that
it brings to our lives. I love the ritual of Shabbat
that forces us to stop every week after counting
the days of the week. As a musician, counting is
imperative to what I do every day as well. I have
to be in the same place as our musicians. As we
count together as a Jewish people, may we all be
together spiritually just as we are musicians in the
same orchestra of Jewish life.

— Many blessings, Cantor Sarah

Calendar

Continued from page 1

SATURDAY, MAY 20

9:00 am Shabbat Synaplex with Bat
Mitzvah of Kay Mahler; final Shabbat
class for CJE (grades 2-6); CJE
Teacher Appreciation

TUESDAY, MAY 23
7:30 pm Annual Meeting and Dessert
Reception. (see ad bottom left)

THURSDAY, MAY 25

Community Erev Shavuot
Celebration at the JCCNS hosted

by CSH, Temple Sinai and the JCC
(Got to ShiratHayam.org for time and
more info)

Message from the President

It is hard for me to
believe that this is my
last President’s column.
It seems such a short
time ago that I sat
down to write my first,
having no idea what to
say, or IF I would have
anything worth sharing.
In ways both literal and
figurative, being the president of Shirat Hayam
has really given me a voice — or given me the
confidence to use the one I had. I knew that
retirement from my career would mean the end
of something. I also suspected that it would mark
the beginning of what was next. What I didn’t
know was that my next chapter would be called
Congregation Shirat Hayam. Looking back
across the story of my life so far, I can clearly see
how the paths I traveled and the skills I honed

uniquely prepared me for the incredible privilege
it has been to lead this wonderful community
for the past two years. I will forever be grateful
for the support you have all given me and for
the partnership and trust I have felt every day.
I hope I have made a difference and that our
community and our future is a bit stronger for
the work we have done together. Don’t ever
forget to appreciate how lucky we all are to be a
part of this warm and welcoming congregation.
You will ever and always be in my prayers and in
my heart.

— Warmly, Ruth Estrich

Come And Join Us For The

ANNUAL
MEETING

TUESDAY 5/23/2025

COME MEET SHIRAT HAYAM'S
NEW OFFICERS AND
ENJOY A DESSERT RECEPTION

MEETING TIME : 7:30 PM

*7:00 PM MINYAN WILL BE OFFERED IN PERSON AND O

JCCNS ad F) Library S,

FAMILY #. "
SHABBAT ' -1

FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBAT WITH "h

FOOD, FUN, AND FRIENDS! .““

FRIDAY, MAY 12
4:30PM-6:00PM

at the JCCI

Let's celebrate Shabbat as a
community of young North
Shore families. Join us fora
family-friendly dinner, engaging
stories, activities, and songs!

For families with children 8 and younger.
Free and everyone is welcome!

TO RSVP PLEASE VISIT JCCNS.ORG.

For more information, email FamilyConnector@jecns.com.

*%

. 2/ .

Cc.;.» FLibrary wjam‘&mu PP reRTIRAY FANILY
ot clp camecros
T

@ Pz Cangragatian
Ahabat Sholom

FRIDAY, MAY 26

7:30 am Shavuot Service followed by
Yizkor service at 9 am at CSH and
online.

Office closed

6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat at CSH

SATURDAY, MAY 27
9:00 am Shabbat Synaplex

MONDAY, MAY 29
7:30 am and 7:00 pm Regular minyan
times, Zoom only.

TUESDAY, MAY 30
12:00-5:00 pm American Red Cross
Blood Drive at CSH. (See pg. 7)

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31

10:00 am & 7:30 pm Adult Ed with
Rabbi Michael: Part 2 of The Book of
Kings-Righteousness, Betrayal, and
the Fate of Israel (See pg. 2)

See our website calendar (https://
shirathayam.shulcloud.com/calendar)
for updates and more details.

NOSH & DRASH SCHEDULE

MNatan Margalit
6 Tt

I SATURDAY
20 Naomi Gurt Lind

I SATURDAY . . .
27 B

N
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LegaCieS Continued from page 1

She knows the rabbi and cantor from daycare, and seeing her as a part
of that is really nice too,” Schwartz said.

Robert and Samantha Dunn recently joined Shirat Hayam where
his parents, Larry and Judy Dunn, also belong. Larry grew up in
Revere when it had much more of a Jewish neighborhood around
the Shirley Avenue area. He spent a lot of time at the JCC in Revere,
and attended and worked at Camp Menorah in Essex, where he met
his wife, Samantha. Over time, as the Jewish community from Revere

Allison Gay and Guy Lemberg.

migrated north, he’s watched many institutions change, close and
evolve. Ultimately, his family landed at Temple Beth El. Both Dunn
and parents lived in other places as well, including Vermont and
California, but they ultimately ended up back on the North Shore
to raise their family. He attended services at a few synagogues, but
believed that Shirat Hayam was the right place for everyone in their
family.

“My wife Samantha had gone to multiple events at Shirat with
my mom, and we knew a lot of other families whose kids were in
preschool there. We were able to walk in and feel comfortable,” Dunn
said. Now his children, Alice, 9, and Ben, 6, are at the Epstein Hillel
School. He mentioned the voluntary dues as an important factor in
not creating barriers for young families, but mostly they feel both
welcome and comfortable at Shirat Hayam.

Berman said her four generation history is dotted with her
grandfather’s foray at another synagogue, but ultimately, everyone in
her family is happy at Shirat Hayam. She and her husband, Matthew
Angel, lived in Washington D.C. and Texas before they settled in
Marblehead in 2022 with their daughters, Sarah, 8, and Charlotte, 2.

“We wanted to be closer to family. I missed this area, the familiar
connections,” Berman said. “My husband is not Jewish, but very
happy being a cultural Jew. He is pleased to see what a welcoming
community it is,” Berman said, but she too mentioned the voluntary
dues as an evolution that makes it easier for young families to walk
through the door.

“It’s really led us to finding a temple the kids can grow in,” Berman
said. “The synagogue and the Hebrew school really work to create a
sense of belonging and attachment to community.”

CEE NEWS

Bertucci’s Fundraiser Update
On March 23, 2023, the CEE held
a fundraising event with Bertucci’s
restaurant. 15% of all food purchased
(using our code) online or in person
was donated to the Center for Early
Education. We are so grateful for
the wonderful support from our
community. Thank you to all who
participated or shared our event! We
are thrilled to share that we raised
$297.87.

Passover in the CEE

CEE student shows off her matzah
print.

The CEE children were very busy
preparing for Passover! In preschool
we created our own seder plates and
matzah prints. Did you know that
you can make a matzah print by
running a crayon over Legos shaped
like matzah?! We also painted real
matzah! Our toddler friends enjoyed
using the matzah sensory table. It was

fun to mix and crunch the matzah
pieces with our hands. We enjoyed
singing Passover songs with Rabbi
Michael and Cantor Sarah! Please
check out our favorite song below.
We hope everyone had a wonderful
Pesach!

Our favorite Passover song:

One Morning (The Frog Song)
One morning when Pharaoh
woke in his bed,
There were frogs in his bed
and frogs on his head,
Frogs on his nose and frogs
on his toes,
Frogs here, frogs there,
Frogs were jumping everywhere.

SPUR Community Roots
Garden at Shirat Hayam
The CEE is excited to collaborate

with SPUR this spring by creating

a community garden. The fruits

and vegetables harvested from

the SPUR garden will support the

Anchor Food Pantry in Swampscott.

Our CEE community will prepare,

plant, nurture, and harvest! This

is a wonderful opportunity for our

children to learn about the lifecycle

of plants while giving back to the

community. Do you have a green

thumb and extra time this Spring to

help? We would love your support in

helping our garden grow! Please reach

out to me at andrea@shirathayam.org

if you would like to volunteer!
—Andrea Bernard,

Director of CEE

Singing Passover songs with Rabbi Michael and Cantor Sarah.
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Life of the Con

CJE NEWS

CJE has been rocking this spring!
Last month alone, we prepared
for Passover with a Chocolate
Seder, a make-your-own-haroset
recipe tasting and we created
beautiful Elijah’s cups, matzah
covers, and Miriam’s cups for the
congregational second night seder.
Doing what we learn about is the
best way to make our learning
last — and creating both beautiful
and delicious things with which
to celebrate engages all our sense
in our learning! Check our CJE
Facebook page for some great
photos.

Before we left for April vacation,
students in our 2nd through 7th
grades participated in the Not
the Last Butterfly Project. This is a
Holocaust Memorial project that
aims to create one million ceramic
butterflies across the nation to
represent the 1 million Jewish
children lost in the Holocaust. Our
students glazed butterflies and
they were fired by our friends at
Hestia Creations in Marblehead.
Congregation member, Lois
Sargent, has spear-headed this
project for us. We look forward to
installing them on the wall outside
to beautify the new garden area.

Our CJE school year ends this
month and I cannot help but reflect
on the wonderful people that
made a great school year bloom.
The students have been engaged,
cheerful, willing to ask for help,
willing to give it to others, learning

and growing before our eyes. Our
teen madrichim (leaders) have done
so much to support students and
teachers. They set up activities,
teach lessons, befriend children,
feed them, encourage, play with,
and model the best character traits
for the students.

Our teachers this year deserve
special recognition and praise. They
are all parents, some grandparents,
teachers, artists, and professionals.
They rearrange their own schedules
and families’ needs to be here
twice every week. They focus on
their students with kindness and
care. They forget their frustrations
and focus on what and who their
students can be and work to help
them achieve. I cannot ask for
better partners for our community
and parents, for our students and
for me.

Please thank our teachers: Kate
Holleran, Deborah Noah, Andrea
Vener Katz, Sarah Ragozin, Jason
Stark, Rabbi Michael Ragozin and
Cantor Sarah Freudenberger.

Our amazing teen madrichim:
Our seniors: Louisa Caplan, Jonah
Weinstein-Zanger, Julia Rebello,
and Amanda Sorkin; and our other
awesome teens: Ellie Levine, Caleb
Sidman, Meredith Kreevoy, Hannah
R. Schwartz, Henry West, Lila
Schwartz, Ned Jefferies, Nat Mahler,
Liora Ragozin, Maddy Gelb, Jake
Dubow, Samara Krawitz, Jasmina
Kurtovic, and Chloe Conley. Some
are volunteers, some are paid, all

bring gifts to our school and I
appreciate and love them all!

It has been my pleasure and
privilege to work to educate the
children of our community and
I am grateful for the richness this
work brings to my life personally.

Women’s Seder

Last month, we once again
celebrated our Women’s Seder in
partnership with the Adult Program
Department of the JCC. 65 women
gathered to experience freedom
through artistic expression. We
enjoyed the music of Cantor Sarah
and violinist Abigale Reisman,
listened to the story telling of Judith
Black, and were led in reflection
and creation by Sara Roizen. It
was uplifting and inspiring and
a perfect way to get our spirits
ready for Passover. The seder
could not have happened without
the generous support of the JCC,
the Jewish Women’s Endowment
Fund, Sunrise Auto and our own
CSH. Special thanks to Barri Stein
and Eridania Vicioso-Guzman.
Committee members included:
Sara Ewing, Barrie Atkin, Helen
Tieger, Marina Gilliver, Barbara

Vinick, Joyce Lew, Barri Stein, and
Janis Knight.

Janis Knight, Pardes Senior
Education Leader Fellow

I'am proud to say that I will
complete my fellowship with
Pardes. I am a member of the
second cohort of the program
and spent an intense 3 weeks in
Jerusalem studying last summer.
My project involved bringing the
Mahloket Matters curriculum to
our adult learners as part of our
Shabbat morning Synaplex Nosh &
Drash. Our adult learners studied
how to dispute for the sake of
heaven. We focused on the hevruta
method of studying an ambiguous
text and how to apply ancient
textual insights from Talmud to
modern issues such as immigration
and criminal reform.

I can’t wait to share my stories
and insights from my students at
the Legacy Heritage Educators’
Colloquium in New Jersey. I am
very grateful to the congregation
for allowing me the opportunity
to study and participate in the
Fellowship.

—TJanis Knight

Becky’s Book Club

Date: Monday, May 8th, 7:30 pm

The group will discuss Hidden Valley Road by
Robert Kolker.

What took place inside the house on Hidden
Valley Road was so extraordinary that the Galvin’s
became one of the first families to be studied by
the National Institute of Mental Health. Their
story offers a shadow history of the science of

schizophrenia, from the era of institutionalization,
lobotomy, and the schizophrenogenic mother to the search for genetic
markers for the disease, always amid profound disagreements about

the nature of the illness itself.

All meetings start at 7:30 pm. after minyan. Live Zoom link is available
at shirathayam.org. Go to the Get Involved tab, click Affinity Groups and

then click Becky’s Book Club.

I\

Community Erev Shavuot
Celebration at the JCCNS

hosted 63 CSH, Temple Sinai

and the JCC
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Husband, Sidney Lipsky BECKY SHEPARD from Lenny and Lynda a fre(:)m ]u(c)llil th ,F;ﬁg;r
from Beatrice Lipsky SCHOLARSHIP FUND Glassman In memory of Eleanor Brooks,
In memory of mother of Howard Brooks
. . . . Grandmother, Jean Gartz
ISVIISt:lrl’ El{zall)ethé-l tﬁn ld 125 h Inmemory of Niece, Dena Lehman from Phyllis Sagan Great Grandfather, Chaim Stern
ofr er—ul;— aw d He és man Father, Harold Weiner from Bunny Gorfinkle from Karen Hirsch
om bernard Handis from Lawrence Weiner her Fl ! In memory of
Mother, Florence Blayer : Mother, Mollie Weinstein
Undle, Samuel Patt Mother, Blanche Gilbert > Motlie yveinstel
Brother, Jerry Brenner Grandmother, Eth§l Barrell from Caryn Berman from Alan Gilbert from Lewis Weinstein
from Beverly Shapiro from Susan Weiner
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Husband, Jerome Ogan
Mother, Goldie Karp
In-laws, Bertha and
Nathan Ogan

from Lois Ogan

Father, David Goldberg
from Martin Goldberg

Mother, Rhoda Cashman
from Marvin Cashman

Father, Bernard Harsip
from Michael Harsip

Husband, Bernard Kaplan
Mother, Mamie Cohen
from Miriam Kaplan

Father, Bernard Kaplan
from Harryette Katzen

Father, Jerome D. Ogan
from Margery Shapiro

Father, Irving Goldstein
from Sandra Goldstein

Mother, Anna Sudenfield
from Paul Sudenfield

Mother, Sura Rozenblum
from Perlina Levitin

Mother, Ida Gruzen

Father, Theodore Kaplan
from Phyllis and Howard
Kaplan

Father, Murray Selby
from Robert Selby

Father, Samuel Freedman
from Robyn Mintzer

Grandmother, Anna Needle
from Rosalyn Shapiro

Mother, Fay Bonfeld
from Roz Goldberg

Mother, Madeline Sidell
from Ruth Goldenberg

Father, Allan Hicks
from Stephen Hicks

MERKEN TALLIT
FUND

In memory of

Mother, Ruth Dinerman
from Elaine Merken

POLONSKY BUILDING
FUND

Inmemory of

Father, Abraham Freedman
from Norma and Sherman
Freedman

PRAYERBOOK
PURCHASED

In honor of Diana Caplan’s
80th birthday
from Charlotte Fine

RABBI'S
DISCRETIONARY
FUND

In appreciation of our
Mishloach Manot gifts
from Ruth and Shea Rood

In appreciation of Rabbi
Michael
from The Stix and Keogh
Families

In honor of Noam Ragozin,
son of Rabbi Michael and
Sarah Ragozin, becoming a
Bar Mitzvah
from Carolyn Perlow and
Gary Glenner

In memory of Eleanor Brooks,
mother of Howard Brooks
from Ruthann Cohn

In memory of

Mother, Laura Bendetson
from Carol Shube

Mother, Ethel Carlyn
Father, Robert Carlyn
from Cynthia Carlyn

Father, Morris Lewkowicz
from Eileen Trebbin

Mother, Tilley Rodman
from Gerald Rodman

Husband, Ralph Kaplan
Brother-in-law, Bernard
Kaplan

from Harriett Kaplan

Mother, Mary Frisch
from Howard Frisch

Brother, Eric Medoff
from Jeslyn Medoff

Mother, Evelyn Weinberg

White

Father, Philip Waldman
from Joan and Michael
Waldman

Mother, Muriel Talkov
from Cynthia Talkov Boyd

Aunt, Jennie Goldstein
from Myra Gulko

Grandfather, Samuel Newman
from Robert Cashman

First Husband, Abraham Gold
from Sandra Gold Shalit

RITUAL FUND

In memory of Ralph Epstein
from Roz and Sanford
Levy

In memory of

Husband and Father, Gus
Nathan
from Beverly Nathan and
Bruce Nathan

My Grandparents
from Diana Caplan

Mother, Helen Green
from Phyllis Eidelman

Son, Louis Patkin
from Phyllis Patkin

Mother, Mary Valle
from Susan Goldberg

Mother-in-law, Beryl
Alexander
From Susan Willis

SECURITY COSTS
DONATION

In honor of Noah Smerka, son
of Heather Glick and Michael
Smerka, becoming a Bar
Mitzvah

from Margery Shapiro

SHIR CHESED FUND

In appreciation of my
Mishloach Manot gift
from Audrey Helzner

In memory of Keith Sargent,
son of Lois Sargent
from Jan Gattoni and Joel
Kobey

In memory of Rachel Roditi,

mother of Moshe Roditi
from Karen and Mark
Meyer

In memory of Cynthia Kerbel,
sister of Judi Simmons
from Wendy and Michael
Dubinsky

In memory of Interview
Mother, Rose Alfond Continued from page 8
from Bette Shoreman
impact the Jewish community.
Mother, Mae Karas Ruth introduced me to Rabbi
from Jacob Karas

Ragozin and Cantor Sarah and
I instantly felt a connection.

Husband, Leon Sinrich Each meeting that followed

from Leeta Sinrich made me feel more confident
that CSH was where I needed
TORAH FUND to be.
Inmemory of What are your thoughts
Mother-in-law, Ida Garfinkel about the future at CSH?
Grandmother, Adelle Germain The next few years will
Grandfather, Arthur Germain be very interesting for
from Marion Garfinkel synagogues. Things are
and Family different post pandemic and
TZEDEK LAKOL - navigating those changes will
require thoughtful forward
RACIAL JUSTICE S
INITIATIVE thinking. Over the years, I have

seen CSH ‘s ability to evolve
and lead the community while
remaining true to the core
Jewish values that have kept

In memory of Cynthia Kerbel,
sister of Judi Simmons
In memory of Joseph Young,

Faﬂ;:;;féiiﬁgrﬁchar d Jews together for thousands
Gelb of years. I am excited for the
opportunity to be a part of

that and to join the CSH team.

Give blovd.

Every 2 seconds someone
in the U.S. needs blood

American Red Cross

Swampscott Community
Blood Drive
Sponsored by the
Congregation Shirat Hayam
Congregation Shirat Hayam
55 Atlantic Ave
Swampscott, MA 01907

Tuesday, May 30, 2023
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Flease call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter:
Swampscott to schedule an appointment

How to Make a Donation

To make a donation, please visit shirathayam.org/
Donate or mail your donation with a check made out to
CSH or Congregation Shirat Hayam. Please specify
to which fund your donation should be allocated.

Minimum donation $18

We respectfully request that you
allow 10 days for an acknowledgement to be sent.
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CONGREGATIONAL SPOTLIGHT

Meet Deb Schutzman, CSH

Executive Director

Each month, the New Wave
spotlights congregants to help us
get to know each other better. This
month we are excited to introduce
Deb Schutzman, our new Executive
Director at CSH.

Where did you grow up and
what role did Judaism and
synagogue play in your life?

I 'was born in Lowell,
Massachusetts. My parents worked
full time so I spent a lot of time with
my grandparents who were very
involved in their synagogue. My
grandmother’s social life revolved
around the temple Sisterhood and
my grandfather was a devoted
minyonaire. They were always
setting up for, or running to attend a
kiddush, breakfast, lunch or dinner at
their temple. I am sure they inspired
my own devotion and love of
synagogue life.

In kindergarten, I attended
Hebrew day school at my family’s
shul, then in 6th grade I transferred
to Maimonides in Brookline where
I decided to study in Israel. At age
15, I traveled to Israel to attend an
all-girl Orthodox boarding school,
an Israeli School with only a handful
of English-speaking students. It was
one of the only Orthodox schools for
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girls with strong secular and religious
education. The curriculum was in
Hebrew, which took getting used to
despite years studying Hebrew in

the U.S. Learning biology, chemistry
and physics in Hebrew was not
something I thought about while
planning this adventure. Thankfully,
a career in the sciences was not in my
future. I spent two years in Israel and
was able to see the country through
the eyes of Israelis living there as well
as spending time in the homes of
fellow students. It was an experience I
will never forget.

Tell us a little about yourself and
your family.

After college I jumped into a
career in retail, spending most of
my time at Macy’s and ending my
12-year retail management career as
store manager for Filene’s Basement.
Iloved the diversity as merchandiser,
business analyst, trainer, team builder
and facility manager. My next role
would be proud mother of two boys,
Ben and Andy. Blessed to be a stay-
at-home mom, it was the hardest
and most rewarding time of my life.
After a fastpaced career, time at home
with my boys took serious getting
used to. After my son Ben was born,
I walked with him in his stroller to
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the temple in Beverly
and begged for volunteer
work. I didn’t know then,
but that day put me on
a path to my next career
which combined my
love of Judaism and my
business management
skills. I reopened
the temple gift shop,
managed the inventory
and sales, bringing in extra
dollars for the temple. I was asked to
join the temple Board after my son,
Andrew, was born. Frustrated that
the temple did not have a Sisterhood,
I gathered women with common
interests and created what is still the
most active group at the synagogue. I
began teaching religious school when
Andrew was around 2 and taught
at 3 different shuls over the next few
years. In 2005, I became the Director
of Education at Temple B’nai
Abraham (TBA) in Beverly. This part
time position became a full-time gig
in 2008 when Executive Director was
added to my role.

The past 18 years working for
TBA have been incredible and
I am grateful for the support
and encouragement of the TBA
community in finding this
meaningful career. As Executive
Director at TBA, I participated in
several strategic planning committees
which brought a new Rabbi, a
successful merger, focus on adult
learning and the addition of music
to our services. I believe strategic
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Deb Schutzman

planning is key to ensuring your
community is thriving, not just
existing. We rebranded, built a new
website, renovated and made the
building and bathrooms accessible
including security features.

What brought you to Shirat
Hayam? What is special about
it to you? How did you become
the new Executive Director for
CSH?

My boys are grown, on their own,
and it is time for a new challenge. I
recently moved to Gloucester where
I enjoy kayaking, live music and
spending time with my family. I had
been thinking about my next steps
for the past few years and honestly,

I 'was not thinking of continuing
synagogue management until

a friend introduced me to CSH
President, Ruth Estrich. Ruth and I
met and talked about what brought
us to synagogue leadership.

After our meeting it was clear
that this part of my life was not over
and there was so much I could do to

Continued on page 7
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